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TREASURE THIS DAY 


Wrongfully do we seek 

“the brighter day tomorrow” 
when we fail to see 

the joy that is in this day 


4 (4) 


by Mary W. Simmons 
Stuart, Florida 


The Apostle Paul insisted that, “Now is the 
day of salvation.” More recently the great sculp- 
tor, Auguste Rodin, said plaintively, 

“I do not understand why we demand another 
life, since we have not learned to enjoy and under- 
stand this one fully.” 

Blaise Pascal put it with great clarity, ‘““Always 
looking forward to being happy, it is inevitable 
that we should never be so.” 

According to these people the fullness of life is 
something we can begin to find today. 

* * * 


J. Harvey Howells, New York advertising man 
and television playwright, relates how he captures 
the happiness of each day. 

“*You forgot something,’ said my six-year-old 
urgently as I bent to kiss him good-night. He 
grabbed my hand. ‘You forgot to ask me what 
was the happiest thing that happened today.’ 

“I’m sorry. So I did.’ I sat down on the edge 
of the bed. At last came the whisper. ‘Caught 
that sand eel.’ A contented sigh. ‘My first fish.’ 
He snuggled into the pillow. ‘Night Dad.’ 

“When it started I do not know. Nor do I know 
how—but this prayer-like ritual has been my own 
private blessing since beyond memory. 

“There is a moment of complete loneliness that 
comes to everyone every day. When the last good- 
night has been murmured and the head is on the 
pillow, the soul is utterly alone with its thoughts. 
It is then that I ask myself, ‘What was the happi- 
est thing that happened today?’ 

“Funny enough it’s rarely a big thing. Mostly 
it’s a fleeting loveliness. Waking to the honk of 
Canada geese on a crisp fall morning . .. An un- 
expected letter from a friend who doesn’t write 
often ...A cool swim on a broiling day . . . Listen- 
ing to ‘Seventy-Six Trombones.’ Camellias in the 
snow in an amazed New Orleans. . . . There’s al- 
ways something.” 

* * * 

The urgency of today seems to evade us; rather 
we seek some great tomorrow when we can pause 
and enjoy the fruits of our labor, bask in the sun- 
shine of our achievements, or just rest under the 
boughs of a shade tree. Some mystic tomorrow 
that will bathe us with the fullness of life. 

But, we are reminded: “This is the day that 
the Lord hath made, let us rejoice and be glad in 
it.” Today is the day to bring to fruition our con- 
tributions of love, faith and hope, and accept our 
portion of joy and gladness. 

A “great tomorrow” never comes unless we 
have developed our daily resources and learned to 
recognize and treasure the joy that belongs to 
each day. 
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Our Grand Design (I) 


The Disciples: A Peculiar People 


This is the first in a series of 
four articles adapted from lec- 
tures presented by Dr. A. T. De- 
Groot at the assembly of the 
International Convention of 
Christian Churches in St. Louis, 
Missouri, Oct. 17-22, 1958. 


HERE is a Chinese curse 

which says, May you live in 
an ,interesting age of history. 
History is ‘made’ when changes 
come, when old patterns give way 
to more serviceable behavior. 
But this means discomfort for 
mind and body; for risks must 
be taken, experiments made, and 
untried faith must be tested in 
the arena of action. 

The kind of people who make 
history are not ordinary folk; 
they are those who seek a city 
not made by hands alone, but 
who shrink not to give their 
hands and toil to their task. 

Our spiritual fathers lived in 
an interesting age of history. 
The American Revolution was 
fought by many men still living 
when Barton W. Stone signed the 
Last Will and Testament of the 
Springfield Presbytery, and when 
the Campbells and Walter Scott 
landed on these shores. The 
French Revolution was even 
closer in memory. The greater 
part of our continent was still to 
be settled. 

As Winston Churchill says in 
his History of the English Speak- 
ing Peoples, ‘“‘Contact with pri- 
meval conditions created a new 
and daring outlook’ (III, 147). 
It was in those times that our 





Dr. DeGroot is distinguished pro- 
fessor of church history at Brite 
College of the Bible, Texas Christian 
University, Fort Worth. 
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by A. T. DeGroot 


pioneers carved out the founda- 
tion of ideas-and action that re- 
sulted in this convention which 
represents the largest religious 
body of American origin. 

It is one thing to live in an in- 
teresting age and to be equal to 
it; it is quite another thing to be 
able to hand on to your children 
the spirit of daring adventure 
and unshaken faith which will 
enable them to wear with honor 
the mantle of the old prophets. 
A perfect example of failure on 
these shores is the organization 
falsely named ‘‘Daughters of the 
American Revolution,” who are 
clearly ashamed of the manners 
and behavior of their ancestors. 
May we never be ashamed of ours. 

It shall be our purpose in this 
series of four articles to examine, 
in the life of our brotherhood, 
this problem of transmitting a 
heritage. 

In this issue we raise the ques- 
tion, In what sense are we pe- 
culiar? What is our mission, 
and how truly do we believe as 
did our fathers? Next week we 
shall look at the crucial problem 
of church fellowship as glimpsed 
by the Campbells, father and 
son. In the January 18 issue our 
concern will be the twin problems 
of democracy and responsibility 
in our common, cooperative con- 
cerns. Finally, in the January 
25 issue the fourth and conclud- 
ing theme will be considered. It 
will be a foundation problem: 
the nature of the church and the 
consequent nature of the unity 
we seek. 


“A Peculiar People’ was a 
favorite phrase of our: fathers, 


who lifted it from Deuteronomy 
14:2 and Titus 2:14 to designate 
our own movement. We gloried 
in our great American success 
story in the realm of religion. 
Without benefit of immigrant 
members from abroad our Plea 
has rallied over two million ad- 
herents, well beyond any other 
American fellowship. 

Every Lord’s Day over two 
thousand new members are added 
to the congregations; nearly two 
hundred new members are bap- 
tized every day into newness of 
life within our fellowship, and an 
equal number are received by 
transfer. 

Every Lord‘s Day over a 
million dollars in hard earned 
money ($73,059,000 total in 
1957) is reverently laid before 
the altars of our 8,000 churches 
for the local witness and worship, 
while nearly $200,000 ($9,938,000 
total in 1957) is dedicated each 
week to the larger mission be- 
yond local borders. 

Back in 1950 our churches 
agreed to try to double their giv- 
ing for others within ten years. 
This figure reached over 125% 
above 1950 this year, two years 
ahead of schedule. Here is evi- 
dence that we are in no danger 
of becoming a disappearing 
brotherhood. 

All this has been accomplished 
as we bear our witness within 
the main stream of cooperative 
American Christian life. 

Our “peculiarity” has not con- 
sisted in standing off and con- 
demning others as reprobate or 
unfaithful. Up to certain limits 
there is an easy market for the 
Pharisee sects which stand aside 
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It is only by our faith in the living presence of the 
Holy Spirit that we can hope to fulfill our mission 





and consign all others to hell, 
saying, “I thank thee, Lord, that 
I am not as other sinners.’ Our 
testimony has been made within 
the fellowship and subject to the 
community of judgment on the 
part of the great body of Christ. 
Great achievements like these do 
not just happen. We must ask, 
Whence this healthy heritage? 
Fortunately, the students of our 
life are in large agreement about 
the broad outline of an answer. 
Back in 1844, when our fellow- 
ship was in its infancy, Robert 
Richardson was asked to write 
an article about the Disciples for 
an encyclopedia to be published 
that year. His statement was 
simple and clear. He said, (1) 
to understand the Disciples you 
must know of their passion for 
the greater unity of the church. 
Our movement was a rediscovery 
of the prayer of our Lord in 
John 17. Here the Master fore- 
told that a divided church would 
never conquer the world. World 
evangelism waits upon shared 
conviction and joint witness. We 
were born of a passion for fra- 
ternity, he said, and the dis- 
temper of isolationism is not of us. 
This yearning for unity and for 
full Christian fellowship is at the 
very marrow of our being. 

Then, he added, (2) we not 
only believe in unity; we believe 
we have found the key or the 
path to unity, which is the resto- 
ration of simple, New Testament 
Christianity. By restoring the 
ancient order in the life of the 
church, and eliminating human 
additions to the worship and wit- 
nessing work, we would recover 
essential, New Testament faith 
in action. This program, and our 
living demonstration of it, would 
be so clearly God’s plan for his 
church that all other bodies 
would accept it. This was his 
brief outline, in 1844. 


II 


Under, the conditions of the 
American frontier more than a 
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century ago the cry for Christian 
unity was indeed almost a new 
thing. It flew in the face of 
optimistic individualism and a 
wildly expanding economy and 
agriculture. A century was to 
pass before the end of this era 
would cause sober second thought 
to make the churches see their 
need of each other in the fight 
against the world and the devil. 
Here we were true pioneers. But, 
the key with which we proposed 
to unlock the shut door of church 
fellowship was not the simple 
“open Sesame” that we so naively 
assumed. 

Actually, there was little that 
was peculiar or distinctive about 
restoring simple New Testament 
Christianity. I have a manu- 
script ready for publication soon 
which lists and documents scores 
of restoration movements. They 
differ principally in the particular 
things each group sought to re- 
store. Some proposed to feature 
primarily the Christian commu- 
nism of the Jerusalem church— 
which all other early churches ap- 
pear to have ignored. Others, 
with Paul, would restore the pre- 
sumed silence of women in the 
church—to which I would only 
say, “Silly boy!” 

Still others would restore a pre- 
sumed celibate clergy—even a 
celibate whole membership, as 
with the Skopti sect in Russia— 
and so the story runs. 

Our own attention centered 
largely on church order—a 
proper (or primitive) officiary in 
the church, such as elders and 
deacons, and a proper (or primi- 
tive) program in_ conversion. 
Very shortly certain clouds the 
size of a man’s hand began to 
appear on our horizons; precise 
schemes for restoring New Testa- 
‘ment missionary methods, exact 
terminology of titles and of duties 
for our ministers, and particular 
restrictions upon the choirs and 
their aids in worship. 

Now, these peculiarities or 
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particularisms never would have 
created the largeness of Chris- 
tian spirit nor the challenge to 
creative minds in a search for 
essential Christianity. What was 
distinctive was our grand prin- 
ciple in  restorationism which 
gives us our validity in the Chris- 
tian world today. Obscured 
from time to time by the fire and 
cloud of local battles, it com- 
manded the minds of our greatest 
leaders. 

It was never more ‘clearly 
stated than by one of our English 
brethren, Lancelot Oliver, who 
wrote: 


We have never held that a re- 
turn to New Testament Chris- 
tianity and acceptance of what 
we think constitutes it, are 
necessarily one and the same 
thing; and at needed moments 
the fact has been recalled that 
we must ever be ready to di- 
minish or enlarge, as further 
truth breaks forth from God’s 
word. (Bible Advocate, May 
6, 1910; italics added.) 


Here is our charter for an end- 
less search in true religion, a 
never-to-be-outgrown rule for our 
strivings toward unity. This is 
the only ground on which resto- 
rationism can stand, unbroken by 
the tides of time. For, here is 
a profound adventure in demo- 
cratic faith—vastly different 
from a movement dominated by 
and hence limited by any one 
Christian thinker, however great 
—a Luther, a Calvin, a Wesley, 
or a David Lipscomb. 

The whole community of the 
church is responsible for being 
engaged without ceasing in a 
search for those expressions of 
Christian faith and action which 
best will serve the life of the 
church in each new age. 

This adventure in democratic 
search for truth in action is sub- 
ject to all the strength and all 
the weakness of democracy. Hap- 

(Continued on page 28.) 
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Faith 


“By faith Abraham ... went out, not know- 
ing where he was to go” (Hebrews 11:8). 


Great things have been accomplished 
through faith. Faith to proceed without 
knowing all the results is the mark of obedi- 
ence to a Higher Power. The driving force 
of faith is beyond measure. 

Could anyone have imagined at Pentecost 
that Christianity would conquer the Roman 
Empire in three and a half centuries? 

Would love of freedom alone, or the search 
for security or wealth have given the Vir- 
ginia Colony survival? 

Would a five-finger exercise alone, scrip- 
tural as it was, have ensured the establish- 
ment of the movement we proudly call the 
Brotherhood? 

By comparison, our venture, now begun as 
you hold this issue in your hands, may be a 
minor one. But it has its place. The two 
magazines have had a place in the life and 
work of the church. 

We cannot know, precisely, that this com- 
bined effort is the best way to meet the need. 
We have not entered upon the project blindly 
but rather upon the basis of all the informa- 
tion we could secure. Obviously, this is not 
final. Only the coming months can give the 
answer. We do not know it. 

In faith, we launch forth. 


Hope 
“Now faith is the assurance of things hoped 
for’ (Hebrews 11:1). 


Christian hope is a bedrock basis of Chris- 
tian faith. Things “hoped for” are attempted 
in faith. Hope keeps faith strong when it 
seems that there is little reason to believe. 

Hope for eternal life is the strongest foun- 
dation on which to build a Christian life. We 
seek not to merit a reward. We work in con- 
fident hope for the fulfillment of our highest 
hope in the hereafter. 

Again, to hope for the success of a pub- 
lishing venture, for its own sake, would be 
unworthy of Christians. Eternity could come 
without us. 

On the other hand, it is a worthy ambition 
to hope that we may aid in the Christian de- 
velopment of persons, and spur them to 
greater Christian action and service. 

Unlike many a project, the profit motive 
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has only spiritual connotations for our work. 
It is Christian to plan for solvency, but we 
have a desire for more intangible, but also 
more lasting profits. 

Our faith assures us that our hope is not 
in vain. But we must hope for that which 
is in accord with the faith which has been 
delivered to us. Personal, fantastic hopes are 
out of the question. Our hope is for the 
strengthening of the faith. 

In hope, we launch forth. 


Love 


“But the greatest of these is love” (1 Corin- 
thians 13:13). 


Love means many things to many people. 
It may mean devotion to things, possessions, 
ideas or dreams. Christian love, in quite a 
different category from mere human attrac- 
tion, does not depend upon self-gratification 
of the lover for its validity, but upon meet- 
ing the need of the loved. 

Christian love is the greatest of the three 
great virtues which “abide.”’ Christian love 
moves one to be his best, to give of his best 
to the Master. 

When there is no other reason to speak, 
to act, or to enter into a situation, Christian 
love furnishes the motive. When it looks as 
if a condition is hopeless, Christian love gen- 
erates hope. 

Again, to ask for love of a journal or its 
staff for their own sake, would be unworthy. 
They do not merit devotion, in themselves. 
No field is more crowded these days than 
journalism. Each publication has to find its 
followers. 

It is a worthy prayer to ask for your love, 
understanding and help in this new effort. 
Ours is a common cause. We have the same 
ends to advance. Through the printed page 
we can promote understanding, and we can 
provide some tangible suggestions of ways to 
do our Christian duty. 

In the Christian Evangelist-Front Rank the 
faith will be expounded, hupe will be made 
evident and love will be implicit in all that 
we do. We cannot all be right. Readers dis- 
agree on nearly every item that appears. But 
we can disagree in love. We can resolve to 
use this journal to further Christian love and 
action. 

In love, we launch forth. 
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With the theme, “Frontiers of 
Faith,’ Disciples are now launch- 
ing the annual emphasis on evan- 
gelism among the churches. The 
theme calls Disciples to the real- 
ization that today we must face 
with our people some daring and 
adventurous frontiers for the 
churches. Following is an article 
adapted from an address pre- 
sented by Mr. McNelly at the Ex- 
ploratory Conference on Evange- 
lism which was held in St. Louis 
April 22-24, 1958. He is associ- 
ate secretary for the United 
Christian Missionary Society’s de- 
partment of church development 
and evangelism. 


epee? 


ACOB wrestled all night with 
an angel of the Lord. When 
morning came he was a changed 
man, worthy of God’s call. We 
wrestle with a mandate from 
Christ. 

Moses stood before a burning 
bush that was not consumed. He 
heard the voice of the great “I 
AM.” We stand in the midst of 
a flaming world that is not con- 
sumed by its fire. We hear dis- 
tantly the voice of Christ through 
the tumble of the burned-out cen- 
turies—“Go Ye’—‘Preach my 
gospel to every creature.” 

The Apostle Peter stood in the 
vacuum between two aeons of 
time. The rushing winds of the 
spirit of God exploded the empti- 





FRONTIERS OF FAITH, the theme of the 1959 
evangelism emphasis among Disciples, is illustrated 
in this poster. With a burst of light, serving as an 
expression of ‘‘the light of the world’’; the vastness of 
space illustrative of the magnitude of the task; the 
clouds, symbolic of the changing frontiers of our time 
and the beauty of Divine leadership into spiritual 
vistas of time and eternity; the obvious symbolism of 
the cross; and the steeple, symbolizing the churches in 
communities; the poster effectively interprets the task 
of evangelism for our time. 
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ness. The Holy Spirit moved 
with power. Everywhere the 
touch was electric. The spirit of 
Christ gave forth appearances as 
though it were a tongue of fire. 

Thus, in prayer—in unity—by 
spiritual appointment, the church 
was born. Men cried out, “What 
must we do to be saved?” Men 
still would like to know the an- 
swer to this question. 

Today we stand between two 
epochs of history as Disciples of 
Christ. We are looking back- 
ward to an heroic and historic 
past, cherishing the idealism of 
our forebears in the faith. And 
then it would seem as Disciples 
of Christ, we are “holding reins” 
as it were, on a surge of new life, 
new thought, and new spirit; only 
to be swept on by a flood of hu- 
manity that presses us toward 
the unity of all Christendom 
which our early leaders espoused. 

We stand between the old and 
the new, reveling in the dreams 
of the past, unwilling to follow 
where they lead. 

It would be of little value to 
restate the old ‘cliches’ in new 
and glamorous terms. It would 
be hypocritical to create a new 
set of promotional slogans based 
upon past performances. It would 
be wisdom for us to realize that 
the Disciples of Christ were born 
for such an hour as this. 

We need to clear away the 
clutter of what we think our 
early leaders said, believed and 
wrote; and do exactly what they 
did, open our eyes to the claims 
of the gospel of Jesus Christ. We 
are not called upon, nor do we 
need to presume to restore, re- 
claim or prove anything. 
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What we need to do is to be- 
lieve and proclaim that Jesus 
Christ is Savior and Lord, that 
he came to redeem mankind, that 
his church is one, that we are his 
witnesses, and that our mission 
is divine. 

We are a free people, with a 
simple but profound New Testa- 
ment Confession of Faith. We 
are not shackled by dogmatism, 
creed, or tradition, not legalistic 
in our interpretation of scripture, 
and we believe all men are priests 
before God. 

We have a message for such an 
hour as this: a Christ who is ade- 
quate; a Church that is free; a 
gospel that is redeeming; a man- 
date that is divine; a message 
that is vital to each day’s task 
as well as promising for tomor- 
row’s needs and eternity’s de- 
mands; we have the message for 
an age that needs the Church we 
serve. 

We need to redefine the mean- 
ing of church membership for our 
time to meet the needs of our 
day. We need to discard certain 
membership practices that are 
purely man-made devices. We 
need to recognize the absolute 
necessity for local affiliation and 
recognize this purely for what it 
is, only a mechanica? man-made 
record system. 

Then, we need to lay great 
stress upon the importance of a 
spiritual relationship to all Chris- 
tians everywhere in the world 
through the means of an ecu- 
menical fellowship, which is the 
church of Jesus Christ in the 
world. We need to make haste 
to win our share of our world’s 
persons to Christ and His Church, 


it < is overwhelming! [Disciples must accept the challenge 


and conserve more effectively our 
evangelistic gains by holding 
those in Christ whom we have 
won to His Church. 

Spencer Austin, in a 1957 is- 
sue of the Ministers’ Bulletin said, 
“The future of the brotherhood 
is linked in two areas of work, 
evangelism and stewardship. Un- 
less we let ourselves be used of 
God to win others [to Christ] 
our movement is dead—steward- 
ship of money and ability is di- 
rectly related to evangelism.” 

Jesse M. Bader in the opening 
sentence of his book, HEvange- 
lism in a Changing America, 
said, “Evangelism is not the only 
business of the church, but it is 
the first business of the church. 
What Christ has considered pri- 
mary, we dare not place sec- 
ondary.” 

It is now evident that we are 
on the horizon of a great na- 
tional revival of religious inter- 
est. The climate for evangelism 
is at its best in our lifetime. The 
Disciples are now on the thresh- 
old of our most fertile period of 
evangelistic potential in this cen- 
tury—either we expand our pro- 
gram of evangelism to meet the 
challenge of this crucial hour in 
America and the world or we lag 
behind the wave of revivalism 
now breaking upon our shore. 


Our entire emphasis in evange- 
lism must be restudied, our pro- 
gram of evangelism must be re- 
set in our organizational struc- 
ture if we would equal this need 
for evangelism caused by tre- 
mendous population increase and 
the extreme mobility of people, 


(Continued on page 23.) 


(9) 9 

















? ‘Consulting the Pastor 
by Charles F. Kemp 








il sery questions which are 
asked in a pastor’s study have to 
do with intelligence or mental 
ability. Here are a few of them 
but first— 

What do we mean by intelli- 
gence? Intelligence has been 
variously defined as the ability 
to think, the ability to learn, the 
ability to do abstract reasoning, 
the ability to solve problems, the 
ability to adjust: to life and to 
new situations in our environ- 
ment. 

What is the relationship be- 
tween intelligence and religion? 
Jesus said we should love God 
with all our hearts, but also with 
all our minds. In the parable of 
the talents (Matthew 25:14-30), 
He recognized people have differ- 
ent abilities. ‘Unto one he gave 
five talents, to another two, to 
another one, to each according 
to his ability” (25:15). The point 
is that the man with two talents 
was not expected to produce five. 
The man with five had not done 
his share if he only produced two. 
The man with one talent was con- 
demned because he did not use it 
at all. In other words we are ex- 
pected to use our native gifts and 
abilities in the service of God. To 
the measure that a man is gifted, 
to that measure he is held ac- 
countable. 

How much intelligence is nec- 
essary to succeed in college? Edu- 
cators and psychologists gener- 
ally agree that an IQ of around 
110 or better is necessary to do 
adequate college work. This does 
not mean that this is all that is 
necessary to succeed in college. 
Success in college depends upon 
native ability and study habits 
and motivation and desire. Some 
people with a high IQ fail in col- 
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Religion and Intelligence 


lege because they do not have the 
motivation and therefore do not 
make the effort. 

What is meant by the 1Q? IQ 
is an abbreviation for intelligence 
quotient. It is a measure of 
“brightness.” It enables us to 
compare a person’s intellectual 
ability with the general popula- 
tion. 

How can a person tell what his 
intelligence is? The best single 
method is a standardized intelli- 
gence test, properly administered. 
Grades, performance in intellec- 
tual tasks of course also give val- 
uable clues. 


Are intelligence tests always 
right? No test is always right. 
There are possibilities of error. 
The test may not be administered 
properly. If the subject taking 
the test is physically ill, emotion- 
ally disturbed, is not motivated 
to try, he obviously does not give 
his best performance. 

What is meant by a genius? A 
genius is usually referred to as 
one who has an IQ of 130 or 
above. This would include about 
1 per cent of the population. 
Leta Hollingworth objected to the 
use of the term genius in this 
way. She felt a person needed 
to earn the term genius by defi- 
nite achievement. She preferred 
that they be called a potential 
genius. 

What is the difference between 
an IQ and a person’s mental age? 
IQ is a measure of “brightness,”’ 
mental age is a measure of the 
rate of development. For exam- 
ple a child of 10 with a mental 
age of 12 is developing very rap- 
idly. A child of 10 with a mental 
age of 8 is developing slowly. 

What is the relationship of a 
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person’s IQ to vocational choice? 
This is very important. If a per- 
son chooses a vocation that re- 
quires more mental ability than 
he possesses, first of all, he may 
not be able to complete the train- 
ing. If he does enter the voca- 
tion, he is placed in a position of 
undue strain and unfair competi- 
tion with others of greater abil- 
ity. 

If he chooses a vocation that 
does not require as much ability 
as he has he finds himself bored, 
unchallenged, discouraged about 
his work and, furthermore, not 
making the contribution of which 
he is capable. 

How much intelligence is nec- 
essary to study for the ministry? 
The recent national emphasis on 
the year of the ministry recom- 
mended that, insofar as it was 
possible, all candidates for the 
ministry should plan on a B.A. 
and a B.D. degree. If this is true 
it would mean the ability to do 
college and graduate work. 

We would add this is only one 
requirement for the ministry. It 
also requires integrity of charac- 
ter, sincerity of purpose, a deep 
religious experience, a love for 
people, for Christ and the Church. 
We are speaking here of intellec- 
tual ability only. 

What does a person’s intellec- 
tual ability have to do with his 
relationship to God? Nothing. 
The New Testament teaches that 
God loves all men—the old and 
the young, the rich and the poor, 
the wise and the simple. All men 
are children of God. All men are 
equal in His sight. All men have 
a responsibility for service. Each 
man’s contribution is important 
no matter how great or how 
small. 
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‘‘You Are 


In this first issue of THE CHRIS- 
TIAN EVANGELIST-FRONT RANK, pub- 
lished at the beginning of the new 
year and during our Long Range 
Program emphasis on Christian lit- 
erature, it seemed appropriate to 
us to publish this group of reviews 
of devotional books. 


Spiritual Pilgrimage 


Seeking and Finding God. By Roy 
Pearson. Abingdon Press. 112 pages. 
$2. 


In Seeking and Finding God, the 
author leads the reader on a spirit- 
ual pilgrimage . “a pilgrimage 
toward God.” In his preface, Mr. 
Pearson states, “These are forty days 
of searching and waiting. These are 
forty days of seeking and finding. 
They start in mah’s isolation and 
weakness, but they reach toward 
God’s power and love. ... The move- 
ment in the meditations is from 
awareness of need to acceptance of 
grace.” 

These devotionals are particularly 
helpful to the busy person who is 
looking for short, concise daily devo- 
tions. Each devotional begins with 
a scripture passage, followed by 
thought-provoking, soul-searching 
commentaries. I found this book 
particularly fine for bedtime medi- 
tation, because of the brevity of each 
devotional. Though short in con- 
tent, each meditation furnished ex- 
cellent “food for thought.”—VIVIAN 
HANSEN 


“Pilerim’s Progress” 
g - 


Bunyan’s Pilgrim’s Progress for 
Devotional Reading. By John Bun- 
yan, Simplified by Clara E. Murray. 
Baker Book House. 119 pages. $1.50. 


The magic of Pilgrim’s Progress 
has enthralled generations. Its 
characters, given abstract names, 
are nontheless flesh and_ blood, 
speaking quiet wisdom with gentle 
humor. 
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What You Read’’ 


Written in jail by the Puritan 
Bunyan, the book is a Christian 
classic, a fact attested by its per- 
sistence—next to the Bible—on best- 
seller lists. 

Although one agrees with Sam 
Johnson that “it should be longer,” it 
is fine to have it in abbreviated form. 
This edition, intended for devotional 
reading, contains some choice pas- 
sages. Anyone should gladly keep 
it at his bedside for occasional com- 
panionship with a master spirit of 
the religious life-—WILLIAM S. NoBLE 


Prayers in Public 


Prayers for Public Worship. Com- 
piled and edited by James Ferguson. 
American editor, Charles L. Wallis. 
Harper and Bros. Topical Index. 
370 pages. $4.95. 


This is a collection of prayers for 
morning and evening services for 53 
Sundays of the year. Originally pub- 
lished in Great Britain, the work of 
a retired minister of the Church of 
Scotland, it has been adapted and 
made more usable for American 
churches by the anthologist, Charles 
L. Wallis. 

The book contains 1,016 items 
which, with the exception of well- 
chosen verses of Scripture for calls 
to worship, consist of invocations, 
pastoral prayers, offertory prayers, 
and prayers for use before and after 
the sermon. These are arranged ac- 
cording to the conventional church 
year pattern, beginning with Advent 
Sunday. They are the kind of 
prayers used in the average Protes- 
tant non-liturgical church service 
for morning and evening worship. 

The pastoral prayers under the 
dual listing for each Sunday are 
usually three: a prayer of penitence, 
a prayer of thanksgiving, and sup- 
plications. A few seasonal services 
(like Advent, Epiphany, Lent) are 
introduced with appropriate calls to 
worship, but the seasonal reference 
in the prayers does not intrude. 


The excellence of the work will 





not suffer from my two criticisms. 
One is the failure of the editor to 
delete some archaic forms (such as 
“prevent” [453] meaning “to go be- 
fore”). The other is the striking 
absence of prayers expressing adora- 
tion. Most writers in the field of 
liturgics agree that there should be 
a note of adoration in a service of 
public worship, preferably in the 
pastoral prayer. 

For Disciples of Christ this book 
will be a supplement to their Chris- 
tian Worship: A Service Book, espe- 
cially in its provision of more gen- 
eral pastoral prayers. It will likely 
perform a similar service for the 
Methodists’ The Book of Worship, 
the Presbyterians’ The Book of Com- 
mon Worship, and the Congrega- 
tionalists’ A Book of Worship.—G. 
EDWIN OSBORN 


Devotions for Week 


Seven Days of the Week. By Rita 
F. Snowden. Muhlenberg Press. 129 
pages. $1.95. 


Rita Snowden has pointed up the 
fact that “religion is not something 
that makes some difference to a few 
things, but something that makes all 
the difference to everything.” She 
believes that if religion is to be a 
clear-cut reality instead of a fading 
vision, there can be no observable 
break between Sunday and Monday, 
between worship and work, between 
things sacred and secular. 

The author has with spiritual 
penetration energized the usual: 
words and deeds, sure hands, grow- 
ing up, priorities, and the dark blue 
spaces between the stars. 

The book shares with lucidity and 
convincing power something of the 


glory of the Lord in every little 
thing and in every person. Each 
chapter, a brief devotional classic, 


shows genuine insight into the laws 
of the spiritual life and a deep un- 
derstanding of the human _ heart. 
Well illustrated with experiences, it 


(Continued on page 31.) 
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LEARNING 


In spite of a new growth in 
suspicion and hatred, the major 
fact about human association is 
still mutual trust. People are 
ready and eager to believe in us, 
to trust us. But to experience 
this trust we have to leap toward 
it. Then “the steps of faith fall 
on the seeming void, but find the 
rock beneath.” Learning to be- 
lieve in people’s eagerness to like 
us, even to love us, is not unlike 
learning to fly. Wherefore, at- 
tend the following modern para- 
BOY So 


OBIN Junior awoke from a 
hard sleep. What was sup- 
posed to happen today? Then he 
remembered, and tried hard to go 
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10 FLY 


A Modern Parable by Dwight £. Stevenson 


back to sleep—to sleep all day 
if possible. But it was no use! 
He was awake now and there was 
no way to undo the mistake. 

“Come on, Junior,” said Robin 
Senior “Sit up and eat your 
breakfast,” poking a juicy worm 
into his beak. “You must gét 
your strength up, you know. This 
is the day you learn to fly.” 

“Do I have to?” asked Junior. 

“Of course!” 

“Why not tomorrow? I'll feel 
more like it tomorrow, I’m sure!” 

“Not on your life! Today is 
the day!” said Robin Senior in 
a booming voice, manufacturing 
confidence. ‘You'll see, there’s 
nothing to it!” 

“Nothing!” squeaked Robin 
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Ilustrated by Art FitzSimmons 


Junior. “That’s just what I’m 
afraid of. I peek up over the rim 
of the nest and what do I see be- 
tween me and the ground? Noth- 
ing, that’s what. How am I sup- 
posed to keep from falling 
straight down and breaking my 
neck?” 

“Nonsense!” said Robin Senior. 
“The air is there! The place is 
full of air. The air will hold you 
up. See!” And Robin Senior 
took to wing and flew a graceful 
circle around the tree before he 
lighted deftly on the bow next 
to Junior. “You see, it was the 





Dr. Stevenson is professor of 
homiletics at The College of the Bi- 
ble, Lexington, Kentucky. 
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air that held me up just now. It’ll 
hold you up in the same way.” 

“Now you're just saying that!” 
pled Robin Junior. “I know it’s 
your skill. You are experienced 
in these matters and you know 
the secret. But I don’t know any 
secret. I don’t believe there’s 
anything there at all. I can’t bite 
it.’ Thereupon Robin Junior 
opened his beak and clamped it 
shut with a clatter. ‘See, just 
nothing. I can’t peck it. And I 
can’t see it. What kind of air 
is that? Just another name for 
nothing, is what I say.” 

Robin Senior changed his tone 
after that speech. He sidled up 
to Junior with a long, sober face. 
“Well, now that you put it that 
way, I guess I’ll have to tell you 
something. I was hoping to avoid 
it, but I guess you'll have to know 
sometime, so here goes.” Robin 
Senior took a deep breath and 
wrinkled his brow in deep 
thought. “The truth of the mat- 
ter,” he said at last, “is that I 
thought just the way you do on 
the day when I took my first 
flight. I was scared to death. I 
thought ‘air’ was just grown-up 
talk, like Santa Claus, and I was 
just sure that I would fall right 
off the nest, straight to the 
ground and be smashed to bits. 
I remember, when I finally made 
the plunge, it was because Mother 
and Father had nagged me until 
I had to choose between two evils 
—being nagged to death or tak- 
ing a quicker way out. So, with 
every feather trembling, I 
jumped. And, you know what?” 

“No, what?” 

“T wasn’t killed after all. The 
air was there all the time. Oh, 
I didn’t make a very graceful 
flight, it’s true, but I made it. 
And before the day was over I 
had learned.” 

“You mean it? You started 
just like me?” asked Robin Jun- 
ior. 

“Exactly. Well, here comes 
Mother Robin to give you your 
first lesson. Remember, the air 
is there, and it will hold you up 
if you will only trust it. Good 
luck, Son.” 

Mother Robin flew in as though 
she meant business. No non- 
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sense with her. She shut off talk 
after the first weak protest. “No 
time for philosophy! We’ll talk 
about flying after you’ve done 
some of it. Until then, you'll be 
talking out of your hat. Come 
on, let’s go!” So saying, she 
climbed into the nest with him 
and nudged him out onto the 
edge and then, ruthless monster! 
shoved him off into the void. 
“Out you go!” 

Robin Junior hugged his wings 
tight against his body, trembling 
in every feather. This was 
world’s end. And his own mother 
had done this ‘to him! He didn’t 
know whether to be sad or scared 
as he plunged toward the hard, 
cruel earth. And then, before he 
had much time to feel sorry for 
himself, he opened his wings and 
began to beat the air frantically. 
Gently, the earth slid up to meet 
him, and he was down, all in one 
piece. 

His mother was right on him, 
spitting words. ‘What a dis- 
graceful performance that was! 





Used up enough energy to fly to 
Chicago and back. What were 
you trying to do, make the air? 
You don’t have to make it, just 
trust and use it. The air is 
always here, for all robins, old 
and young. It never goes away, 
and its just as reliable for you 
as it is for me. So, up with you, 
let’s try again. Now, remember, 
easy does it!” 

So, that day Junior learned. 
First, he stopped trying to man- 
ufacture the air. Then he had to 
learn to stop fighting it. And 
finally he learned to trust it and 
to use it. All he had to do was 
spread his wings. Great gallop- 
ping earthworms! How did he 
ever get the idea that the air was 
nothing? Nothing? It was the 
one thing you could always count 
on. You couldn’t even fall out 
of it; instead you fell right into 
it, and it held, like an anchor! 
Well, not like an anchor really, 
but you know what I mean. It 
held you up. Birds were made 
for it, and it for birds. Yes, sir! 


“Tl TRIED TO FORGET” 


J. Warren Hastings 


Her furtive eyes darted about 
the room as she wrung her hands 
and blurted out her message to 
me. “I tried to forget and I 
could not. Now I am ready to 
try to live up to my early train- 
ing,” she said. 

“T am pleased to hear you say 
that you are prepared to try to 
live life in the way your parents 
wanted you to. Perhaps you did 
not wander as far away as you 
think you did.” I said quickly. 

“Oh, yes, I did! I got far off 
the beaten path. I tried to forget 
the things my mother and father 
had taught me as a child. I 
have paid a big price for not 
following Christ. I hope I can 
once again get the Spirit of God. 
I have lost it.” 

“What did you lose by not 
following Christ?” I asked her. 

“T lost everything! My self- 


respect was the first thing I lost. 
I thought so little of myself that 
I had to stay busy in order to 
keep going. Then I seemed to 
lose the power to think clearly. 
When one loses the ability to 
think straight on moral matters, 
he is in a bad way. I decided all 
people were evil. My prayer is 
that I might recover the ability 
to see the good in all of life.” 

“T wonder why all of a sudden 
you want to come back?” I asked 
her. 

“Well, Mother and Daddy both 
died within the last year. More 
than that I realized the emptiness 
of the life I was living. You pay 
a big price for living away from 
Christ. Will it be all right if I 
come forward Sunday, confess 
Christ publicly, and start all over 
again?” 

“T will be expecting you,” I 
said softly. 
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The Message of t 


by Mayme Garner Miller 


I am listening for the bells 

And a melody that tells 

Me the things that I should know 
What to do... . and where to go. 


In days of old When St, Peter’s cathedral bells 





When clocks were unknown Are tolling all London knows 
Bells were rung There has been a death 
To mark events of daily life. In the royal fold. 
There was an “oven bell” which rang 
When the lord’s oven One hundred and one peals : 
Was ready for its bread Are heard in Oxford town 
So that all who dwelt At nine o’clock each evening 
On his manor When college gates are closed... . 
Might come and bake. One hundred and one because 
That was the student count 
In ancient villages When Oxford opened first its doors. 
A dinner bell was rung 
While others tolled the hour William the Conqueror 
To close up shop Started the curfew bell: 
And journey home. “Couvre feu”—cover the fire. 
At eight o’clock, it said 

Church belis rang out Put out your fires! 
The call to worship And curfew bells still ring. 
Pealing once more In America they sometimes say: 
When the service was o’er. Be off the street by nine. 

Men still listen for the bells 

And a melody that tells 

- Sky-borne things that they should know 
What to do... . and where to go. 
Listen as the old year dies 
A th carilions: “I will arise 





And go to my Father.” ... Now we know 
What to do... . and where to go. 
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One’s Man Way of Saying: “Let’s Stick to Our Guns” 





by Perry W. Swann 








Minister, First Christian 
Church, Pacific Grove, Calif. 


Baptism by Immersion 


—witness for unity 


_— has said, “Man is 
quick to concede, but sometimes 
slow to concur.” From the be- 
ginning of Christian baptism, the 
scholars, linguists, historians, 
and theologians have agreed that 
immersion is the original form. 
Although there has been this 
general admission among the re- 
ligious bodies in Christendom, all 
of them have not concurred in 
the practice of immersion. 


It is obvious that this proce- 
dure has influenced the progress 
of Christian unity in the past. 
Furthermore, it is clear that the 
way religious groups act upon 
this total agreement will have 
much bearing upon our advances 
in unity in the future. 

Church leaders have a vital 
concern about this matter today. 
Dr. Markus Barth, a Presbyte- 
rian, and a professor of New Tes- 
tament in the University of Chi- 
cago, is calling for a change in 
American churches which prac- 
tice infant baptism. He states 
that adult baptism is a stronger 
witness for Christ. Also he de- 
clares that he prefers the bap- 
tism of adults as “an antidote 
against superstitional ideas.” 

A short time ago a fellow min- 
ister, of a communion which does 
not require immersion, stressed 
that the agreement in the prac- 
tice of immersion could be a large 
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step in bringing all Christian 
groups together in closer unity. 
He felt that the agreement was 
evident and established, and all 
we had to do now was to over- 
come human inertia by putting 
our agreement into action. If 
this concern is increased, our in- 
ertia will be overcome. 


The New Testament scriptures 
connected with Christian baptism 
do not produce evidence that 
sprinkling or pouring were forms 
of baptism used in the New Tes- 
tament Church. (See Matt. 3: 
3-17; John 3:5-23; Acts 2:38; 
8:12-39; 9:18; 10:48; 16:15-33; 
Gal. 3:27; Eph. 4:1-6; Rom. 6: 
3-5: Col; 2:12: 1 Peter: 3:21.) 

Moreover, it is significant that 
the Greek verb “baptizo” is used 
in Jesus’ great command to go 
teach, preach, and baptize, as re- 
corded in Matt. 28:19, 20 and 
Mark 16:15, 16. When Jesus 
says, “to immerse,’ we should 
immerse. If we disregard it, we 
stand in danger of establishing a 
precedent to do the same with 
more of his essential teachings. 

The word “baptize” is derived 
from the Greek verb “baptizo” 
and means “immerse.” It should 
not be confused with the verb 
“rhantizo” which is interpreted 
“to sprinkle,” or the verb “heo” 
which signifies ‘‘to pour.” 

New Testament scriptures 


show that “pouring” is used in 
reference to wine, money, the 
Holy Spirit, wrath, and water; 
but the water is not connected 
with baptism. The same is dis- 
covered about “sprinkling,’’ and 
the scripture references deal 
chiefly with the sprinkling of 
blood describing the sacrifices in 
the Jewish ritual. 


Eusebius and later historians 
stated that sprinkling and pour- 
ing were innovations, and had 
great difficulty in gaining recog- 
nition through the centuries. 

Outstanding theologians such 
as Calvin, Melancthon, Luther, 
and Wesley definitely preferred 
immersion, and referred to it as 
the original form of baptism. 
Some communions have adopted 
sprinkling or pouring, but his- 
tory reveals that the origins of 
these practices started in situa- 
tions of convenience or accommo- 
dation, instead of continuing the 
original form of immersion. 


German authorities like Knapp 
and Neander, and English divines 
such as Conybeare and Howson 
have expressed their regret that 
sprinkling and pouring have been 
employed instead of immersion 
because they obscure the true 
meaning of the scriptures refer- 
ring to baptism. A modern 
scholar, who is a member of a 

(Continued on page 28.) 
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January 11, 1959 
Scripture: Mark 10: 17-27. 


NYTHING worth while costs 
A something. Even though 
one receives a gift, it has at 
least cost him some attitude or 
action which provoked the giver 
to make him a present. 

The value of a thing or an 
action is not always closely re- 
lated to what it costs in terms 
of money. Shipwrecked on a 
desert isle, a morsel of food 
would be worth more than the 
diamond ring upon one’s finger. 

We live in an age of bargain 
sales. Sometimes it seems as if 
nothing is sold at the “regular 
price.” Everything is on sale 
or wholesale. Apparently, the 
customers have shown the dealers, 
by their actions, that they will 
buy more things if it seems as 
if they cost less than they really 
do. 

Turning to the cost of relation- 
ships, we see the same problem. 
A person wants a friend without 
returning very much friendship. 
A voter may expect the elected 
official to give ‘“‘good government” 
while he feels no responsibility 
himself for being a good citizen. 

In the realm of religion and 
ethics the situation is all the 
more acute. This is the theme 
of our lesson today. It costs 
something to follow Jesus Christ. 
It is disastrous to carry over 
into our relationship with him 
the attitude which we carry into 
the store at the time of the year- 
end sale. 

We are all familiar with the 
teaching about, ‘‘Whosoever will 
may come,” and that anyone who 
thirsts may come and buy with- 
out money .and without price. 
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“Where the Scriptures Speak...” 


What Does Discipleship 


by the Editor 


As usual, we have to try to put 
the scriptures together in their 
teaching on a common subject. 
We cannot take one literally and 
ignore another. 

It is true that Jesus Christ 
cannot be bought. Salvation is 
free. It is the gift of God and 
not to be earned by any work 
that we can do or any price that 
we can pay. But it is not true 
that we can carry salvation 
around like a coin in our pocket 
and present it as a ticket for 
entrance into the gates of heaven. 

The rich young man “ran up 
and knelt” before Jesus (Mark 
10:17). Notice that he ran. Oh, 
he was anxious to receive what 
Jesus had to offer. He was a 
good man. He kept all the com- 
mandments. (Verse 20.) But 
Jesus gave him something to 
think about by refusing the title 
of “Good Teacher,” saying that 
‘no one is good but God alone.” 
(Verse 19.) 

The purpose of this statement 
must have been to give the young 
man a different perspective on 
the meaning of the word “good.” 
We certainly could not say that 
Jesus was not good. The young 
man was not good, not really 
good. He lacked “one thing.” 
(Verse 21.) 

The young man had too great 
an attraction to his earthly 
treasures. So, “he went away 
sorrowful.’’ Apparently he could 
not bring himself to give up his 
possessions in order to comply 
with Jesus’ answer to the way 
eternal life is to be obtained. 

Jesus went ahead to speak in 
detail of the relation of riches, 
so far as this world’s goods are 
concerned, and entrance into the 
kingdom. “How hard it is to 
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enter the kingdom of God!” 
(Verse 24.) When he changed 
the figure of speech to the camel 
and the eye of a needle (verse 
25), the disciples rather naturally 
exclaimed, “Then who can be 
saved?” (Verse 26.) 

This seems to be a very clear 
point here, although it is some- 
times overlooked. Obviously, all 
people are not rich, so the dis- 
ciples could not have been aston- 
ished that only rich men had 
trouble getting through the eye of 
the needle. Rather, they imme- 
diately made the inference that 
if getting into the kingdom is 
a difficult proposition for one, 
then all people must face some 
problem. 

All too often, most of us miss 
the point of the teaching of this 
remark. You hardly ever find a 
rich person. Speaking personally, - 
although my own income has in- 
creased considerably through the 
years, I have never felt rich. I 
know many people who have 
much more money than I who do 
not feel rich. Apparently, there 
is no relationship between the 
amount of possessions one has 
and that status called “rich.” 

The point is, whatever sepa- 
rates one from absolute al- 
legiance to Jesus Christ, that is 
one’s riches. In the case of the 
rich young man, it was his pos- 
sessions. 

What does discipleship cost? 
It costs one his devotion to any 
other idea, or any other thing. 
It means putting first things 
first. It is obvious that things 
are not bad, in themselves. We 
could not get along without food, 
clothing and shelter. The diffi- 


culty arises when we put too 
much dependence in these things. 
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Our heart is where our treasure 
is. 

With the person and with the 
group, once there is an absolute 
surrender to Jesus, all things 
begin to take their proper place. 
It may be that there will be some 
suffering. One cannot lavish his 
attention on personal property 
and have any time left for follow- 
ing Jesus. But, in general, ab- 
solute allegiance to him gives new 
joy to living and makes one’s 
possessions, whatever they are, 
instruments of usefulness. 

To enter the kingdom is dif- 
ficult. Man could never do it 
through his own righteousness. 
“What is impossible with men is 


possible with God.” (Luke 
18:27.) Discipleship costs sur- 
render. Then God acts. Man 
follows. He follows in joy and 


never has a sense of having lost 
anything. 





OW HARD it is to enter the 
kingdom of God. The rea- 
son is that we let other things 
come ahead of it: It cannot be 
entered that way. A person does 
not have to seek it instead of 
anything else, but he does have 
to seek it ahead of everything 
else. Not in place of all else, but 
above all else. It has to come 
first. 

This is precisely why it is so 
hard for a rich man to enter the 
kingdom of God. Money, and 
money-making, have an insidious 
way of taking over first place in 
a person’s life. Jesus knew what 
it was that this certain man 
would put ahead of discipleship. 
So that was what Jesus demanded 
of him—his money. 

However, Jesus told Zacchaeus 
that “salvation has come to this 
house” when Zacchaeus pledged 
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Mark 10:17-27 


17 And as he was setting out on 
his journey, a man ran up and knelt 
before him, and asked him, “Good 
Teacher, what must I do to inherit 
eternal life?” 18 And Jesus said to 
him, “Why do you call me good? 
No one is good but God alone. 19 
You know the commandments: ‘Do 
not kill, Do not commit adultery, 
Do not steal, Do not bear false wit- 
ness, Do not defraud, Honor your 
father and mother.’” 20 And he 
said to him, “Teacher, all these I 
have observed from my youth.” 21 
And Jesus looking upon him loved 
him, and said to him, “You lack 
one thing; go, sell what you have, 
and give it to the poor, and you 
will have treasure in heaven; and 


come, follow me.” 22 At that say- 
ing his countenance fell, and he 
went away sorrowful; for he had 
great possessions. 

23 And Jesus looked around and 
said to his disciples, “How hard it 
will be for those who have riches 
to enter the kingdom of God!” 24 
And the disciples were amazed at 
his words. But Jesus said to them 
again, “Children, how hard it is to 
enter the kingdom of God! 25 It 
is easier for a camel to go through 
the eye of a needle than for a rich 
man to enter the kingdom of God.” 
26 And they were exceedingly aston- 
ished, and said to him, “Then who 
can be saved?” 27 Jesus looked at 
them and said, “With men it is im- 
possible, but not with God; for all 
things are possible with God.” 
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Meaning for Today 


by Hunter Beckelhymer 


only one-half of his wealth to 
the poor. (Luke 19.) And in his 
conversation with Nicodemus 
about the terms for entering the 
kingdom of God, Jesus did not 
mention money at all—although 
it is not likely that Nicodemus 
was exactly ‘‘broke.” Jesus did 
not demand of everyone that he 
give all his money away. He did 
demand it of one who would put 
his possessions ahead of his soul. 
And Jesus still makes the same 
demand under the same circum- 
stances. The amount of money 
involved is secondary. 

But there are other things 
which also threaten to preempt 
first place in our lives. Some 
would put their professional or 
social careers ahead of their 
souls. Others would allow some 
particular habit or pleasure to 
stand between them and their 
God forever. When that happens, 
Jesus’ demand is that we give it 
up, even though the habit or 
pleasure or money is not bad in- 
herently. 

Edward Crankshaw, the British 
news correspondent, once made 
this observation about what is 
required of a nation in these 
dangerous times. He said that 
the price of honor is constant— 
the ultimate cost may not be de- 
manded of us, but what is de- 
manded of us is the willingness 
to pay it. Let no one think that 
comes easily. 

It is so with the kingdom of 
God. It may not be demanded of 
us that we give all our money, 
or our comfort, or our lives to 
enter it. What is demanded of us 
is that we be willing to do so. 
It is not easy. With God’s help 
it is possible. 


(17) 17 











The Church at Large 





Operational this Year 


Record Church World Service Budget 


NEw YorK—One of the largest budgets ever adopted by Church 
World Service will be spent this year to meet the agency’s expanding 
programs of aiding the world’s hungry, cold and homeless. 


At its semi-annual meeting in the 
fall, the board voted a total of $3,- 
925,720 for 1959, an increase of more 
than $500,000 over 1958. Of this 
total, the 34 U.S. Protestant and Or- 
thodox denominations and agencies 
which cooperate through Church 
World Service are being asked to 
give $2,145,620 or $89,600 more than 
in 1958. 

“These are modest increases,” Dr. 
R. Norris Wilson, CWS executive di- 
rector, declared, ‘‘considering the ex- 
pansion this year of the churches’ 
relief and rehabilitation work. These 
include new programs in Africa and 
South America as well as our on- 
going service in practically every 
trouble spot in the daily headlines.” 


THE HUNGARIAN REFUGEE 
emergency of 1956-57, during which 
CWS resettled in the U.S. some 6,000 
men, women and children, was fol- 
lowed by other world emergencies of 
drought, famine, flood and_ civil 
strife. 

The record shows that in the last 
three months alone, Lebanon, Brazil, 
Taiwan, Japan and Pakistan together 
received cash grants of $75,000, while 
emergency relief supplies to all 
areas in 1958 are expected to total 
more than 300 million pounds before 
the end of the year. 

The report to the board of man- 
agers shows that funds contributed 
to the CWS Share-Our-Surplus pro- 
gram have kept alive millions of 
people in 25 Asian, African, Middle 
East, European and Latin American 
countries. 

Total SOS shipments in 1959, as 
well as those made through the 
Christian Rural Overseas Program 
(CROP), also are expected to top 
1958. A unit of Church World Serv- 
ice, CROP sends overseas contrib- 
uted corn, wheat, seeds, tractors, and 
tools for self-help projects. 


Niemoeller Censured 


FRANKFURT, WEST GERMANY—Pas- 
tor Martin Niemoeller, president of 
the Evangelical Church of Hesse 
and Nassau, was censured here by 
the Church Synod’s chairman for 
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“insulting and defaming” Christians 
whose opinions on nuclear arms dif- 
fer from his. 

Addressing a meeting of the synod, 
Dr. Hans Wilhelmi said that Pastor 
Niemoeller has labeled Christians 
who do not reject atomic armament 
“practical atheists.” 

“As the Church’s head, Dr. Nie- 
moeller should be more considerate 
toward members who think other 
than he does on the subject,” he 
said. 

Replying to Dr. Wilhelmi, Dr. Nie- 
moeller told the synod, “In my un- 
derstanding of the New Testament, 
any decision other than radical re- 
jection of nuclear weapons is ir- 
reconcilable with Christian faith and 
is indeed practical atheism.”—RNS 


Comments on Possible 
Southern Baptist Schism 


Graham on Race 


BIRMINGHAM, ALA .—Evangelist 
Billy Graham _ expressed concern 
here over the possibility that the 
question of racial integration may 
divide Southern Baptists. 

Addressing more than 2,600 dele- 
gates to the Alabama State Baptist 
Convention, Mr. Graham said, “I 
pray to God that Southern Baptists 
are not divided on the race issue. 
May we stay united—at the Cross. 

“Some people have made segrega- 
tion and integration their gospel, 
but our gospel is this,” he declared, 
holding up a Bible-—RNS 


Pastors’ Home Study 


CuHicaGco, ILL—A home study 
course for American Baptist Conven- 
tion pastors whose training does not 
meet educational standards recom- 
mended by the denomination’s Com- 
mission on the Ministry will be of- 
fered early in 1959, it was an- 
nounced at the Commission’s annual 
meeting here. 

More than 38 per cent of the pas- 
tors in the Convention fall short of 
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the proposed ordination require- 
ments of four years of college and 
three years of theological school, ac- 
cording to a survey reported to the 
Commission by Dr. Lynn _ Leaven- 
worth of New York, director of the 
ABC’s department of _ theological 
education. 

Each course comprises 12 lessons, 
with reading assignments, sugges- 
tions for discussion and a bibliog- 
raphy. A tutor will meet with each 
student four times during the three 
months normally allotted for a 
course, Mr. Kneece said. The pro- 
gram is expected to require about 
three years if the pastor continues 
his regular ministry while enrolled 
in the study program.—RNS 


Support Advocated . . . 


Refugee Year 


NEw YorK—Dr. Elfan Rees, ad- 
viser on refugee problems for the 
World Council of Churches, urged 
all Christians to support the 1959 
World Refugee Year, recently pro- 
claimed by the United Nations. 


Addressing the annual luncheon 
of the Friends of the World Council 
of Churches, he warned that failure 
to deal with the refugee problem 
“may become a major contribution 
to a new war.” 


The peace prize was awarded to 
Father Dominique Georges Pire, a 
Dominican, who has founded vil- 
lages in Germany, Austria and Italy 
for refugees from Eastern countries. 

Dr. Rees said that nobody has ac- 
curate figures on the number of 
refugees successfully resettled in 
recent years, but added that no less 
than 40 million people have become 
homeless during the last decade.— 
RNS 


Hays Testimonial 


WASHINGTON, D. C.—A national 
group of civic and religious leaders 
held a testimonial dinner here, Dec. 
18, to honor Rep. Brooks Hays (D.- 
Ark.), president of the Southern 
Baptist Convention, for 16 years of 
service in Congress. 

The tribute planned by the bi- 
partisan, intercreedal group is be- 
lieved to be without precedent in 
Washington history. It was the 
first such testimonial ever given a 
member of Congress defeated for re- 
election. 
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Orthodox Prelate Dies 


IsTANBUL—Archbishop Christo- 
pher of Tirana and Durazzo, head 
of the Orthodox Church of Alba- 
nia, died under Communist con- 
finement in Tirana at the age of 
76 after suffering a cerebral hem- 
orrhage. 

In 1949, the Albanian Commu- 
nist government forced the Arch- 
bishop to leave his See. He was 
confined in the monastery of 
Ardeniza and later was _ trans- 
ferred to Tirana. His death 
leaves Bishop Besarion of Berat 
as the only Orthodox bishop now 
serving in Albania. 


Belgrade Bible Ban 


BELGRADE—Two years after the 
Yugoslav Communist govern- 
ment banned the regular impor- 
tation and distribution of large 
quantities of Bibles, the British 
and Foreign Bible Society is still 
not able to normalize its work 
in this country, informed sources 
reported here. 

However, the government has 
relaxed its ban on Bible imports 
to the extent of permitting the 
society to receive about 200 
copies of the Bible a month by 
registered mail. Before the ban 
the society used to import about 
60,000 copies annually.—RNS 


Moscow Visitor 


New YorK—Archbishop Boris 
(Ivanovich Vik), Exarch for 
North America and the Aleutian 
Islands of the Moscow Patriarch- 
ate of the Russian Orthodox 
Church, arrived for a_ three- 
month visit. 

He will spend the time visiting 
parishes belonging to the Patri- 
archal Russian Orthodox Church 
in North America, which is under 
the jurisdiction of the Moscow 
Patriarchate. This is a minority 
Russian Orthodox group. Most 
of the Russian Orthodox in this 
country are organized in the 
Russian Orthodox Greek Catholic 
Church of America, which does 
not recognize Moscow’s authority. 
—RNS 


OK’s Dancing 


St. Lours—Liberalizing a tra- 
ditional stand that social dancing 
is immoral, the St. Louis Lu- 
theran Pastoral Conference 


adopted a statement declaring 
that such dancing is permissible 
for young Lutherans “if properly 
supervised.” 

The conference represents 
about 80 congregations of the 
Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod 
in the St. Louis area. Pastors of 
these churches are members of 
the conference.—RNS 


“Proselytism” 


ATHENS—A 56-year-old Jeho- 
vah’s Witness woman received a 
six-month jail term and a $100 
fine by the court of nearby Syra 
for alleged proselytism. 

Francesca Louvari, a house- 
wife, was charged with visting 
homes to preach the teachings 
of her sect. The chief-vicar of 
the Greek Orthodox bishopric of 
Syra backed the charge.—RNS 


TV Award 


NEw YorK—A scroll marking 
“10 years of distinguished public 
service” was awarded the Colum- 
bia Broadcasting System, Inc. 
for its network TV program 
“Lamp Unto My Feet” by four 
leading religious organizations. 

They were the National Coun- 
cil of Churches, the National 
Council of Catholic Men, the New 
York Board of Rabbis and the 
American Jewish Committee, 
whose representatives co-ordinate 
relationships between the three 
faiths and the network.—RNS 


Evangelism in Japan 


Tokyo—The United’ Church of 
Christ in Japan has unanimously 
approved a_ special evangelism 
program for its centennial year 
in 1959, calling for the “mobiliza- 
tion of all churches.” The action 
was taken by the biennial con- 
vention, meeting in Tokyo late 
in October. 


Nuclear Inspection 


WINNIPEG, MANn.—International 
control and inspection of nuclear 
weapons was urged by the Ca- 
nadian Council of Churches at its 
12th biennial meeting here. 

A report of the Council’s Com- 
mittee on International Affairs, 
adopted by delegates, urged the 
Canadian government to press 
for the development of nuclear 
power for peaceful purposes 
only.—RNS 
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State University Issue 


Religion on Campus 


ANN Arbor, MICH.—A University 
of Michigan expert on constitutional 
law says state universities can teach 
religion on a basis similar to other 
academic subjects without violating 
the principle of Church-State sepa- 
ration. 

Professor Paul G. Kauper is one of 
several contributors to a new Uni- 
versity of Michigan Press publica- 
tion, Religion and the State Univer- 
sity, which was used as a basic 
reference work for a national consul- 
tative conference here in November. 

Professor Kauper writes, “In view 
of the intellectual climate that pre- 
vails at the university level, there 
is no compelling reason why a spe- 
cific religious faith, whether it be 
Christianity, Judaism, Mohammedan- 
ism, or Hinduism, cannot be taught 
fairly, objectively, and temperately 
for the purpose of presenting the 
doctrines, history and nature of the 
ecclesiastical organization. 

“The separation principle should 
not stand in the way of a state uni- 
versity’s adoption of a program in 
any of these forms as long as the 
principles of voluntarism and equal- 
ity are observed and the courses are 
taught to promote understanding 
rather than to indoctrinate. 

“A university which deliberately 
excludes all courses with a positive 
religious content from its curricu- 
lum is not just failing to teach re- 
ligion,” he says. “It is becoming a 
‘telling witness’ that religion is ir- 
relevant to that process of cultivat- 
ing the mind and spirit that we call 
higher education. 

“The university may well take the 
position that it is derelict to the 
high purpose for which it was 
created if it fails to deal in a posi- 
tive way with religion as a vital 
force in the life and history of 
man.”—RNS 


Radio Evangelism 


PITTSBURGH, Pa.—Spreading Chris- 
tianity throughout the world by 
radio was hailed as one of the big- 
gest achievements of American 
churches in the past decade at a 
public meeting here attended by 
mission executives and guests. 

The program marked the 10th an- 
niversary of the Radio, Visual Edu- 
cation and Mass Communication 
Committee (RAVEMCCO), a unit of 
the National Council of Churches’ 
Division of Foreign Missions.—RNS 


@A_ resolution was adopted in 
Athens during the Triennial Assem- 
bly of the Orthodox Church in 
Greece reaffirming that only lay 
theologians may represent the 
Church in the World Council of 
Churches. 
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Office in the Round 


Extension Dedication Marks Anniversary 


INDIANAPOLIS, DEC. 9—The Board of Church Extension of Disciples 
of Christ formally dedicated its new “Office in the Round” at 110 
S. Downey Avenue here during services held at the Downey Avenue 


Church. 


Approximately 400 local and out- 
of-town guests attended the service 
to commission one of the most 
contemporary office structures with- 
in the brotherhood. 

Earlier in the afternoon the board 
of directors, staff and guests were 
served dinner at the Downey Avenue 
Church Fellowship Hall. Dr. John 
H. Booth, former executive secretary 
of the Board of Church Extension, 
recounted the long and impressive 
history of Church Extension as the 
oldest continuous functioning agency 
of the brotherhood. 


“The Board of Church Extension 
has this year marked its diamond 
anniversary of service to Christian 
churches throughout the country in- 
volved in church erection programs,” 
Dr. Booth said. 


Pointing up the impressive record 
obtained over these 75 years Dr. 
Booth stated that the Board has 
grown from its position as admin- 
istrator of $5,000 fund in 1883 to one 
of the three largest extension serv- 
ices in Protestantism, currently ad- 
ministering a work of over $12,- 
000,000. 

The dedication service was con- 
ducted by Dr. F. W. Wiegmann, min- 
ister of the Downey Avenue Chris- 
tian Church. The litany of dedica- 
tion, participated in by the guests, 
was led by Dr. William T. Pearcy, 
president of the Board of Church Ex- 
tension. 


Was Ohio Church Leader 
Myers Y. Cooper 


CINCINNATI, OnlIo—Myers Y. 
Cooper, who died Dec. 6, had been 
given special honor six weeks earlier 
when Walnut Hills Christian Church 
held a testimonial occasion, “Myers 
Y. Cooper Night,” and presented him 
with a gold medallion. 

On the medallion was inscribed: 
“In grateful recognition of 66 years 
of devoted leadership in the Walnut 
Hills Christian Church.” Mr. Cooper, 
a builder, banker and realtor, was 
for 20 years chairman of the board 
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at Walnut Hills. 

Born near St. Louisville, Ohio, he 
made his confession of faith in the 
Walnut Hills Church in 1892. 
Through the years he gave major 
leadership for the church, and was 
a prime mover in securing the funds 
and in the erection of the present 
building. 

Mr. Cooper, 85, was governor of Ohio 
(1929-31) and was for three years 
the president of the Ohio Council of 
Churches. He was a former trustee 
of the United Christian Missionary 
Society. He was awarded the honor- 
ary LL.D. degree from Bethany 
College as well as from many other 
colleges. 

He was recently described by his 
pastor, Edward S. Moreland, as 
“truly one of the men of great stat- 
ure in our brotherhood during the 
past generation.” 


Salem Dedication 


SALEM, ILL.—Central Christian 
Church, a new congregation here, 
dedicated its new building Dec. 14. 

Speaker for the afternoon dedica- 
tion service was Morris H. Pullin, 
general secretary for Illinois Disci- 
ples of Christ. Bringing the mes- 
sage at the morning service and 
presiding at the dedication cere- 
monies in the afternoon was James 


M. Flanagan, associate editor of The 
Christian Evangelist-Front Rank, 
who also led the group in founding 
the church. 

The State Secretary’s tribute to 
achievements of the congregation 
had_ special significance for those 
who assembled for the dedication, 
for many of them recalled years of 
litigation (as a minority) in a fruit- 
less effort to regain possession of 
their “old church,” the _ building 
which housed First Christian Church, 
Salem, which completely disassoci- 
ated itself from the International 
Convention of Christian Churches. 
The brotherhood group decided to 
drop plans for appeal in order to 
avoid prolonging the controversy or 
returning to the church as “second- 
class members.” 

Central Church was formally es- 
tablished Oct. 2, 1955, although serv- 
ices had been held regularly since 
September, 1952. 

Nearly 200 were present for dedi- 
cation of the $40,000 contemporary 
style brick structure which features 
a large random design stained-glass 
window. Normal seating is 125. 

There were six additions on dedi- 
cation day, bringing the member- 
ship of the new church to 90. 

Among the other Disciples partici- 
pants in the afternoon service were: 
Homer E. Watkins, pastor of First 
Church, Centralia, Illinois; E. Roger 
Frey, designer and color consultant 
for the Board of Church Extension, 
who represented the architect, 
Charles J. Betts, consulting architect 
for the Board of Church Extension; 
and Robert L. Howell, minister of 
the Christian Church in Zionsville, 
Indiana. Mr. Howell is a Timothy 
of the congregation. 





Central Church, Salem, Illinois, dedicated this building Dec. 14. 
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“EUGENE S. BRIGGS” BUILDING 


Auditorium Honors Phillips President 


This is the beautiful new Eu- 
gene S. Briggs Auditorium which 
adorns the Phillips University 
campus. 


The modern building was dedi- 
cated in honor of the president of 
Phillips by action of the University’s 
board of trustees. 

In October over 1,000 persons were 
present for dedication services when 
Hallie G. Gantz, minister of First 
Christian Church, Tulsa, gave the 
dedicatory address based on the Uni- 
versity’s motto: “Christian Educa- 
tion, the Hope of the World.” 

At the time of dedication Judge 
W. W. Musser, Jr., chairman of the 
building committee, presented the 
keys to Honorable Harvey P. Everest 
of Oklahoma City, chairman of the 
University’s board of trustees. The 
auditorium seats about 1,500 and it 
is a fulfillment of a long-awaited 
dream of students, faculty and ad- 
ministration, according to President 
Briggs. 

The city of Enid contributed $150,- 
000 and the board of trustees desig- 
nated $100,000 toward the building. 
The B. B. Phillips and T. W. Phillips, 
Jr., Foundation gathered $100,000 
and friends of the University gave 
another $100,000. 


Crusade in N. J. 


Park Avenue Church, East Orange, 
N. J., climaxed a six-month visita- 
tion-evangelism crusade in Novem- 
ber when 94 persons, representing 
sixty families, were received into 
the congregation. 

The membership of the church is 
now 600, making it the largest Chris- 
tian church in the metropolitan 
area. The campaign was introduced 
by Evangelist Bayne Driskill; the 
program was administered under the 
lay-leadership of James A. Quinn. 
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For Adults Working 
With Young People 


National Training School 


An opportunity for training and 
laboratory experience in working 
with youth in the Chi Rho Fellow- 
ship and Christian Youth Fellowship 
in the local church is being provided 
again this year in a national train- 
ing school to be held in the Crown 
Heights Christian Church, Oklahoma 
City, Okla., May 5-14, 1959. 

Church school teachers, Sunday 
evening counselors, departmental 
superintendents, pastors and local 
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church directors, state and district 
directors and chairmen, are all eligi- 
ble to attend. Through study and 
work with other adults under the 
guidance and supervision of experi- 
enced leaders, adult workers with 
youth will receive practice in skills, 
spiritual enrichment and an ac- 
quaintance with curriculum and pro- 
gram materials. The school, spon- 
sored jointly by the Department of 
Religious Education of the United 
Christian Missionary Society and the 
Christian Board of Publication, will 
be under the direction of Miss Iris 
L. Ferren, director of youth leader- 
ship education and field program of 
the United Society. Ray L. Hen- 
thorne, editor, youth publications, 
of the Christian Board of Publica- 
tion, will serve as dean. 

The deadline for applications is 
February 16, 1959. Application 
forms may be received by writing: 
National Training School, c/o Youth 
Work Section, 222 South Downey 
Avenue, Indianapolis 7, Indiana. 

It is estimated that the total cost 
will be $85.00, aside from travel ex- 
pense. Applications must be accom- 
panied with a check for $20.00. A 
refund may be claimed up to April 
20 if a person is unable to attend. 

A committee on admissions will 
admit 120 adults to this school. 
Churches are asked to consider help- 
ing with the expenses of their adult 
youth workers in order to improve 
the local program. 

This is a four-year school of pro- 
gression and specialization and lead- 
ers may return until they have com- 
pleted the course. 


Christian Literature Emphasis in Sedalia, Mo. 





—tewis Studio 


Christian literature was the emphasis at a fall fellowship dinner at First 

Church, Sedalia, Mo., when executive secretary of the Commission on Pro- 

motion of Christian Literature, St. Louis (standing), was guest speaker. 

Three young people presented a brief skit emphasizing the value of read- 
ing good literature. 
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Administration Building 
Named “Cramblet Hall” 


Bethany Building Honoring 2 Presidents 


BETHANY, W. Va.—The _ present 
Bethany College Library, to be re- 
placed by a new $1 million dollar 
structure now under construction, 
will be converted into an adminis- 
tration building and will be known 
as Cramblet Hall, in honor of two 
former presidents of Bethany College, 
a father and son who served the 
college for the greater part of the 
twentieth century. 

The Board of Trustees voted at 
its Fall meeting here to plan the 
$100,000 renovation project in honor 
of P. E. Cramblet, who served as 
Bethany’s president from 1901 to 
1919 and his son, Wilbur H. Cram- 
blet, who was president from 1934 
to 1952. Wilbur Cramblet is presi- 
dent of the Christian Board of Pub- 
lication. 

This building, which stands in the 
center of the campus, was con- 
structed in 1908, under the admin- 








The Story 
the 
Old Testament 
Tells 





By Glenn McRae. A brief sur- 
vey of the Old Testament giving 
its story, meaning and value. This 
new leadership training text 
(121A) has been prepared pri- 
marily for teachers in church 
schools, but can be enjoyed by 
anyone wishing a review of Old 
Testament literature. The book 
interprets the message of the 
Scriptures in the light of God’s 
revelation of himself and his con- 
cern for man. Answers to the 
questions “Who is God?” and 
“How shall man serve him?” are 
provided. 1058649, 75 cents 


A Bethany Press Book 
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istration of T. E. -Cramblet, the 
initial gift for which came from 
Andrew Carnegie. 

When the building is turned into 
office space, a bronze plaque placed 
in the center of the building, will 
carry the name of the steel magnate. 

The renovation, made possible by 
a gift of the Phillips Memorial 
Library, will consolidate all the 
college administration offices under 
one roof. In turn, it will make 
available many classrooms that are 
vitally needed by the college, ac- 
cording to a bulletin from the 
Bethany College news bureau. 


Rooms not now occupied by the 
president, the two vice-presidents, 
the dean of students, the registrar, 
the admissions office, the develop- 
ment office, public relations, and 
similar functions, will be released 
for use as class and seminar rooms. 


Mrs. Myrta Ross There . . . 
News From Italy 


Guest speaker for a “Protestant 
Women of the Chapel Rally” at 
Camp Darby, Italy, was Disciple 
missionary and writer Mrs. Myrta 
Ross. 

Mrs. Ross was assigned a number 
of speaking engagements for Prot- 
estant Women of the Chapel groups 
in Italy, France and Germany. 

Mrs. Ross, addressing the women, 
spoke fellingly of the increasing 
role of women in the Christianiza- 
tion of the world. At a dinner that 
evening, Chaplain Robert R. Eisen- 
lauer invited the commanding officer 
and various leaders in the religious 
life of the command to visit with 
Mrs. Ross informally about some 
ideas she had gathered from her 
recent four-month sojourn in the 
Belgian Congo, her visits with Dr. 
Schweitzer, and her general views on 
some of the African problems. 

Mrs. Ross was accompanied on 
this visit by Mrs. Ben Ward, pres- 
ident of the Protestant Women of 
the Chapel for all of Europe, and 
Chaplain Schulz, the senior chaplain 
in Europe. 

During the day. Mrs. Ross was in- 
troduced to various Disciple person- 
nel in the area, and small “Disciple 
Rallies” were held. It was a general 
feeling within the command that 
Mrs. Ross’s one-day visit did a great 
deal to broaden perspectives of 
members of the command and make 
them more aware of their Christian 
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responsibilities. 

Mrs. Ross stated that she had never 
been “in the Army” and was grate- 
ful for the opportunities that would 
come to see the Army at work and 
worship. She declared herself im- 
pressed by the genuine “ecumen- 
icity” that seems to operate at most 
levels in the Army and showed a 
keen interest in the problems pecu- 
liar to the military ministry.—Ros- 
ERT R. EISENLAUER, Chaplain (Cap- 
tain) U.S. Army 


For Christian Theological 
Seminary, Indianapolis 


New Alumni Council 


Alumni and former students of 
Christian Theological Seminary, 
formerly the School of Religion of 
Butler University, now have organ- 
ized an Alumni Council to develop 
a program of closer relationships, 
more active cooperation, and finan- 
cial support of the Development Pro- 
gram of Christian Theological Semi- 
nary. 

The Council 

The Council consists of R. L. Se- 
crist, pastor of Linwood Church, In- 
dianapolis, president; Howard Millér, 
pastor of Seventh Church, Indianap- 
olis, vice-president; Lonnie Haas, di- 
rector of town and country church, 
Indiana Christian Missionary Asso- 
ciation, secretary-treasurer; with 
Thomas Henry, pastor of South Side 
Church, Kokomo, Ind., William Mar- 
tin Smith, representative of the Pen- 
sion Fund, and Herschel Reed, pastor 
of First Church, Noblesville, as mem- 
bers-at-large. 


Alumni Secretary 

E. L. Thompson, director of the 
development program, Christian 
Theological Seminary, has been ap- 
pointed alumni secretary. 

They have been meeting frequent- 
ly since their appointments in June 
and have outlined the development 
program to present to the alumni 
and former students. 


As part of that program, a goal 
of $200,000 was accepted by the 
alumni and former students in the 
luncheon at the International Con- 
vention at St. Louis. Other phases 
of the program are in the process 
of development. 





@ The Crestwood, Ky., church, Carl 
R. Flock, minister, has completed a 
Board of Church Extension building 
fund campaign by over-subscribing 
their goal by $3,180.00. 

The campaign, under the guest 
direction of Harold L. Herndon, 
general representative of the Board, 
producted $36,180.00 pledges and 
cash gifts to construct additional 
facilities. 


EVANGELIST-FRONT RANK 
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—HARVEST TIME 
(Continued from page 9.) 


geographically, socially and spir- 
itually. 


Everything Disciples are doing 
as a church awaits the go sign of 
evangelism—a new and enlarged 
mission program—a deeper and 
expanding stewardship—more 
new churches established and un- 
dergirded properly to serve—an 
expanding educational program 
at all age levels—these and ev- 
ery phase of our total brother- 
hood life are dependent upon an 
evangelistic program of phenome- 
nal proportions, as compared to 
our present effort. 

We must here ask some ques- 
tions. Where is our interest cen- 
tered? Are we interested only 
in preserving a brotherhood? Are 
we interested only in saving our- 
selves? Or, are we interested in 
winning the world to Christ? 
Evangelism is the primary, con- 
tinuous, and perennial task of the 
churches. It is a creative en- 
counter with Christ. 

Evangelism is a dimension in 
time—eleven faithful disciples, a 
million Christians at the end of 
a century, now the multiplied 
millions of Christians in our time 
in every nation under heaven. 
Who knows what the power of 
one soul born anew can mean to 
our world. This is the dimension 
in time as each moment is new 
—‘Ye must be born again.”’ One 
person, one home, one church, 
one community, one state, one na- 
tion, one world—a way to God— 
a dimension in time and for eter- 
nity; a way of life to Christ. 

Today we hear the question— 
“Is not everything we do in the 
church evangelism?” The an- 
swer is, ‘Everything we do in 
the church affects our evange- 
listic potential and opens doors 
and hearts so that evangelism 
may be used, but—everything we 
do in the church is not evange- 
lism.” 

What then is evangelism? The 
program planning manual on 
evangelism says, “Evangelism is 
leading others to Jesus Christ as 
Lord of Life, and assisting them 
through example and teaching to 


JANUARY 4, 1959 


commit their lives to him and his 
church so that each new convert 
to the Christian way becomes a 
witness to the saving and re- 
deeming power of Christ.’ 


The Home and State Missions 
Planning Council’s committee on 
evangelism, in its winter meet- 
ing in 1957, issued the following 
objective statement for the pro- 
gram of the ’60’s: 


“The urgent objective of evan- 
gelism for all Christians is both 
to witness to the eternal and 
redemptive truthfulness of the 
Good News of God which is in 
Christ and to present his gos- 
pel in such an effective manner 
that persons shall be convinced 
of the rightfulness of his claim 
and transformed by his saving 
power.” 


This statement is accompanied 
by four explanatory paragraphs 
as follows: 


“The objective of evangelism 
is as simple and complex as 
the objective of the fisherman 
of whom Jesus spoke—who had 
always to keep his net clean, 
uncluttered and unbroken and 
to find fish to catch in it. So 
the Church must keep the net 
of the gospel clean, unclut- 
tered, unbroken by sin and in- 
difference, and at the same 
time ever alert to the where- 
abouts of the human creature 
whose redemption comes only 
from being caught in that net. 

““As we contemplate the dec- 
ade of the 1960’s it is with deep 
feelings of anxiety and concern 
about the future witness of 
Christ’s Church. 

“The massing of un-Chris- 
tian and anti-Christian ideolo- 
gies, the affects and sweep of 
secularism, the dominance of 
militarism, the tendency to rely 
wholly upon scientific tech- 
nique and training—these all 
bespeak the increasing problem 
which will confront Christians 
and churches in the last half 
of the 20th century. 

“We believe that at their 
worst these are pernicious un- 
truths and at their best are 
but broken fragments of man’s 
true hope for survival and re- 


demption. This hope, we be- 
lieve, is ‘God in Christ recon- 
ciling the world to himself’ 
and it is our task as Christians 
and churches to communicate 
this with confidence and 
power.” 


The central emphasis over-rid- 
ing all obstacles to communica- 
tion and techniques of evange- 
lism must be the conviction that 
the blunt, shocking claim is that 
the Word of God is all-sufficient 
for men’s salvation. This word is 
broken open and made available 
to us all in the cross of Christ. 

The gate to the hearts of men 
is through their aching sense of 
guilt and their empty inner lives 
to which the cross of Christ alone 
is sufficient healing and filling. 
Our need then is primarily the 
vivid, authentic proclamation of 
“The Word” without hesitation, 
instead of erecting little altars of 
conventionality and partial gos- 
pels. 

I am fully aware of three very 
vital facts. 

1. We have not been doing our 
best in evangelism. 

2. The future offers for us our 
greatest challenge to evangelize; 
with our most dynamic period of 
growth possibility still ahead. 

3. That spiritual motivation, a 
concern for lost persons, a zeal 
for Christ, a dynamic evangelism 
that has the winning power of a 
living, loving Christ at its heart; 
must undergird, over-ride, and 
penetrate completely every meth- 
od, program, organization, goal, 
and pattern of evangelism we 
project for the future. 

The task is overwhelming. As 
yet we do not know how these 
things can be. The Power of 
Christ can guide and will lead us; 
so that in His Power we may lead 
our Brotherhood to win our share 
of our world to Christ, our 
Savior, and our Lord. 


The fields are white unto the 
harvest 

The laborers are few 

Go ye into the labor of the 
field 

It is harvest time for the 
Disciples of Christ. 
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125th Anniversary, Williamsport, Md. 


rts | 





The Downsville Christian Church, 


near Williamsport, Md., ceremo- 
niously burned the mortgage on its 
church and’ parsonage as part of its 
125th anniversary. This is the 
church building. 


The Downsville Christian 
Church, Route 1, Williamsport, 
-Md., had a mortgage burning 
service as a part of its 125th An- 
niversary. 

This is the third building that has 
housed the congregation which was 
organized in 1833. The building was 
first used Oct. 3, 1954, and was ded- 
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THE DISCIPLES OF 
CHRIST: A HISTORY 
—Revised Edition by 
Winfred Ernest Garrison 
and Alfred T. DeGroot. 
Includes the latest data 
on membership, missions, 
education, and theological 
developments. The most 
comprehensive and up-to- 
date history. 10D268, 
$6.00. 
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icated, Oct, 17, 1954. The church 
was built with much labor from the 
members and friends of the congre- 
gation. 

In 1955 a new parsonage was built 
on the lot adjacent to the church. 
The mortgage that was paid off 
covers both the parsonage and the 
church which cost about $55,000, 
although the total property is esti- 
mated by an architect to be worth 
$120,000. 

Ezra L. Dunnavent has been min- 
ister of the church for the past five 
years. 

eee 


Evangelism Crusade 


The evangelism department of the 
Phoenix, Ariz., Council of Churches 
is sponsoring an interdenominational 
Evangelism Crusade in which the 
Christian (Disciples) churches of 
Phoenix, Tolleson, Glendale, Tempe 
and Mesa are cooperating. Dr. David 
S. McNelly of the United Christian 
Missionary Society will serve as guest 
leader for the Disciples, with the in- 
tensive visitation period Feb. 8-11.— 
W. W. MCREYNOLDS 


Planners’ Conference 


Rolland H. Sheafor, vice-president 
and secretary of the Board of 
Church Extension of Disciples of 
Christ, was a recent representative 
in meetings of the American Insti- 
tute of Planners during their 1958 
Annual Conference. Mr. Sheafor 
participated in the workshop on 
“Standards for Church Planning.” 

The Institute is composed largely 
of public officials and other profes- 
sionals in the field of Urban and Re- 
gional planning. During recent 
years, representatives of the National 
Council of Churches and of several 
denominations have also participated 
in the conferences. 





Where They Are Now 





@ William L. Harper, for the past 
nine years minister at Mount Morris, 
Ill., will become minister of. First 
Church, Hamilton, Ill., Jan. 1. Under 
the leadership of Mr. Harper, the 
Mount Morris congregation moved 
this past April 20 into its new 
$183,000 church plant. 


@ Wilder V. Immel has accepted the 
call to serve as the associate minis- 
ter and director of youth work at 
the First Church in Chico, Calif. 
He was for six years minister at 
Lakeport, Calif. 


@ Hubert E. Sias for five years min- 
ister of First Church, Beatrice, Neb., 
has resigned and he became pastor 
of First Church, Yakima, Wash. 
Jan. 1. 

During his Beatrice ministry there 
were 350 additions and the mission- 
ary budget was increased to over 
$23,000 for the past two missionary 
years. 


@ Dallas Gladson has been installed 
as minister of First Church, Whittier, 
Calif. 


@ L. B. Scarborough, pastor of Vic- 
tory Church, Lexington, Ky., since 
Oct., 1952, began a ministry with 
Holloway Church, Durham, N. C., 
Dec. 7. 

He has served several other pas- 
torates in North Carolina, notably 
First Church, Rocky Mount, where 
he served from 1937 to 1947. 


@ Miss Ann Mullin, missionary to 
India, was the guest missionary for 
the recent missions emphasis con- 
ducted at First Church, Shelby, Ohio. 
She spoke to the children’s depart- 
ments of the Sunday school and at 
the Nov. 2 worship service. She was 
the guest speaker at the church 
fellowship dinner Nov. 3. 





“WHERE THE BIBLE SPEAKS, 
WE SPEAK” 


A half-hour, documentary, colored, 16mm, sound, mo- 
tion picture of the history and work of the Christian 


Church. Rental $12.50 





" from 
CHRISTIAN BOARD OF PUBLICATION 
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Church Dedication in Tallahassee 





The sanctuary of the Tallahassee, Fla., church has been dedicated. 
Guest speaker for both the dedi- 


cation service and the morning 
worship service was Rolland Sheafor 
of the Board of Church Extension, 
Indianapolis, Ind. Other special 
guests at the dedication were the 
Honorable Leroy Collins, governor of 
the State of Florida, and President 
Robert Strozier, Florida State Uni- 
versity, Tallahassee. Simon M. 
Davidian, pastor, conducted the 
worship service and offered the 
prayer of dedication. 

The debt on the $56,000 educa- 
tional wing of the building, dedi- 
cated in May, 1954, is liquidated. 

The congregation plans to cele- 
brate its 25th anniversary in May, 
1959. 


SEVERAL FLORIDA churches are 
building or planning ground-break- 
ing services this winter. In DeLand 
the educational unit of First Church 
was dedicated. In Daytona Beach 
a new parsonage has just been com- 
pleted and dedicated, and the edu- 
cational unit of the church building 
will be completed soon. 

The Haines City First Church, 
forced to move in order to-.make 
way for a new highway, is beginning 
construction of its new church. The 
parsonage has been moved near to 
the five-acre tract secured for the 
new church building. 

Bay Vista Church, St. Petersburg, 
has dedicated its first unit. 

The new Mount Dora church com- 
pleted its church building in the 
fall. At Starke, the church com- 
pleted and dedicated a new educa- 
tion building. The congregation of 
Homestead South Dade church be- 
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A Gift Annuity 
Agreement 





gan construction on its first church 
home in December. 


Three new churches are being 
formed in Florida, making a total 
of 15 in the state since July 1, 1956, 
and leaving five new churches to be 
started in order to complete the goal 
of 20 new congregations in three 
years. 


In West Hollywood, the new 
Miramar Community Church, a 
merged church formed by the new 
Community Church and the newer 
Christian Church, has voted to affili- 
ate with Disciples. 





TROPICAL SANDS CHURCH, Ri- 
viera Beach area, has secured A. D. NEW TAX 
Hermann as its interim pastor, to ADVANTAGES 


serve during the organization period 
of the congregation. This church is 
sponsored jointly by the Florida 
Christian Missionary Society and 
West Palm Beach White Temple 
Church. 

In Jacksonville, a new congrega- 
tion is being formed in the Lake 
Forest area, sponsored by the State 
Society and the Greater Jackson- 


make a GIFT ANNUITY basic 
in estate planning of our 
Church folk, without danger 
of loss-of-will contest or in- 


vestment problems. 


‘ville Christian Church Fellowship. 


A. Paul Daugherty is serving as in- 
terim minister of this new church. 
ley.—MABEL HENDRICKSON 


THING FIL 


“GOD IS MY LANDLORD’ 
The story of “DYNAMIC KERNELS” 
in 45 minute color-sound. 
Write Mrs. Perry Hayden, “The Quaker Miller’’ 
Tecumseh, Mich., Dept. CHE 


FOR INFORMATION write 


THE NATIONAL 
BENEVOLENT ASSOCIATION 
OF THE CHRISTIAN CHURCHES 
(Disciples of Christ) 


16th Floor, Landreth Building 
St. Lovis 2, Mo. 
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Yow Ideas for 


the Nlow Ysoar 


CHURCH LIFE PAMPHLETS—excellent to use in pastoral call- 
ing, pre-Easter visitation and for new members. 


THE IMPORTANCE OF CHURCH MEMBERSHIP by Donald 
F. West. 93A151* 


AS PROTESTANTS WE BELIEVE by Harry C. Munro. 93A142* 


GUIDEPOSTS FOR NEW MEMBERS by Frank H. Kennedy. 
93A150* 


YOUR NEW ADVENTURE—CHURCH MEMBERSHIP by Doris 
Clore Demaree. 93A164* 


THE SIGNIFICANCE OF CHRISTIAN BAPTISM by Waymon 
Parsons. 93A157* 


A SHORT HISTORY OF THE DISCIPLES OF CHRIST by Vere 
H. Rogers. 93A156* 


THE SIGNIFICANCE OF THE LORD’S SUPPER by F. W. 
Wiegmann. 93A158* 


YE ARE MY WITNESSES by Clark Buckner. 93A162* 


*5 cents each; 25 cents per dozen of 1 title 


EASTER AND VISITATION EVANGELISM* 


EVANGELISM FOR TEEN-AGERS by Howard W. Ellis. 10E283, 
$1.00 


FELLOWSHIP EVANGELISM THROUGH CHURCH GROUPS 
by Harry C. Munro. 10F148, $2.00 


THE TRAGEDY OF PROCRASTINATION (a 5-scene play) by 
Carlton C. Buck. 774579, 40 cents. 


THEY WENT FORTH TWO BY TWO (a chart booklet for lay- 
men). 10C570, 35 cents each; 25 cents each in lots of 12 or more. 


AN INVITATION (a leaflet to enlist evangelistic visitors and pro- 


vide listing of prospects). 93A170, 15 cents per dozen; $1.00 per 
100 


I WILL WITNESS FOR CHRIST (a leaflet to enlist evangelistic 
visitors as above). 93A171, 15 cents per dozen; $1.00 per 100 


WHERE THE SCRIPTURE SPEAKS Tracts 
On BECOMING A CHRISTIAN, 934504 ... ON THE CHURCH AND 
DIscIPLESHIP, 934505 . . . ON MAN’s DILEMMA, 93A506... 
ON THE PRECEPT OF BAPTISM, THE LorRD’s SUPPER, AND 
STEWARDSHIP, 93A507. $2.00 per 100 of one title 


*Write Dept. of Evangelism, U.C.M.S., 222 S. Downey Ave., Indianapolis 7, Ind., for 


additional Easter and Visitation materials. 


GENERAL HELPS AND BOOKS 


THE WORK OF THE CHURCHES THROUGH THE U.C.M:S. 
A colorful map, 31” x 42”, vividly portraying our missionary work 
in every country. Recently completely revised. 93A567, 50 cents 

FAMILY LIFE PROGRAM FOR CHRISTIAN CHURCHES by 
Richard E. Lentz. A resource book. 93A551, 60 cents 

DISCIPLES OF CHRIST IN JAMAICA, 1858-1958: 
of Missions. By Robert G. Nelson. 93A585, $2.00 

THE CHURCH’S MINISTRY TO OLDER PERSONS by J. Dexter 
Montgomery. A manual for 

93A431, 25 


A Century 


church leaders. 


cents. CHRISTIAN BOARD 
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MELAX 6 és 





One thing I can’t understand is 
how a rumor that hasn’t a leg to 
stand on, manages to run like 
wild-fire. 

ee @ ®@ 


Grocer: “Yes, I’ll give you a 
job. Sweep out the store.” 

Job seeker: “But I’m a college 
graduate.” 

Grocer: 
how.” 


“OK, Ill show you 
ee @ 


AGE—You’ve reached middle 
age when all you exercise is cau- 
tion. 

ee @ 


Two men were discussing their 
status in life. “I started out on 
the theory that somewhere there 
was an opening for me,” said the 
first. 

“And you found it?” asked the 
second. 

“Well,” replied the first, “I’m 
in the hole now.” 


Absentee 


At the cook-out, the scout- 
master completed his cooking in- 
structions. 

“Now,” he said, with a flourish, 
“is there anything we've forgot- 
ten?” 

“Yes,” ventured the newest 
Tenderfoot, ‘‘Mother.” 








“Customer Caller Service? ... I'd 
like to request a 5 AM call for this 
number ... say next March 21st...” 
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TOWARD 
A 
BETTER CHURCH 


If you were to be ten steps be- 
hind your pastor for a week— 
most any week—you would be 
surprised at the pace he must 
travel, the appointments he must 
keep, the deadlines he must meet, 
the letters he must write, the 
people he must see, the telephone 
calls he must answer, the inter- 
ruptions he must expect. 

Yes, you would be surprised— 
and weary. The week would have 
sixty working hours, not forty as 
you may have thought. And 
many things such as additional 
time for calling, counseling, 
study, and writing would be 
crowded out for lack of time. 

We have a suggestion. 

If you want your minister to 
be more effective and free of some 
of the pressures that weigh upon 
him, help him to get away from 
the church two or three times a 
year for a ‘one-man retreat.” 

Every minister needs an occa- 
sional day or two in complete 
seclusion—not for idleness and 
leisure but for gaining perspec- 
tive. A clergyman, like the rest of 
us, needs a chance to step back 
and get a panoramic view and see 
each project, principle, and objec- 
tive in relation to all the rest. 

A minister needs a time of se- 
clusion occasionally, a time in 
which he ¢an read, write, plan, 
and meditate in long sweeping 
strokes of his mental and spirit- 
ual paint brush. Even his prayers 
need to be revitalized. His 
thoughts need to be rearranged. 
His routine needs to be re-eval- 
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Samuel F. Pugh 
A One-Man Retreat for Your Pastor 


uated. He needs to be recharged, 
revived, and renewed. 

In all probability, several 
families in your congregation 
have summer homes a few miles 
from town. Or there may be a 
state park within fifty miles. At 
least there is a good motel or 
hotel in a nearby town. Where- 
ver the place it should be a 
number of miles distant. Tele- 
phone calls, except those of an 
emergency nature, should be held 
until the pastor’s return. 

How seldom does any minister 
have opportunity to spend two 
full days without interruption. 
And how most pastors would ap- 
preciate a chance to work on the 
things they have had to lay aside 
until a later date! The two-day 
period would be used to the full 
but the hours would bring rest 
rather than fatigue. 

Why not give your pastor 
$25.00 and suggest that he take 
two full days and nights in soli- 
tude. Lest he wonder what 
prompted the generosity and con- 
sideration, hand him a copy of 
this article. 

He will go—and return re- 
freshed. His horizons will be 
clear and his appreciation more 
sensitive. His sermons will be 
better and his activities more re- 
laxed. He will thank you for 
months to come. 

Do you believe it enough to try 
it? Then take the initiative in 
asking several members to give 
$5.00 each this year, and in sug- 
gesting a budget item for the 
future. It might be well for the 
church board to vote and make 
the suggested retreat Official. 
Just call it an investment in ap- 
preciation. 








MONOGRAM 
DINNERWARE 


For use by churches, 
societies and others. 


Price List on Request 


H. LEONARD & SONS 
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Your 
Guide to 
Effective 
Sunday 
School 


Teaching 


THE INTERNATIONAL 
LESSON ANNUAL—1959 


Edited by Charles M. Laymon 
Lesson Analysis by Roy L. Smith $2.95 





Order from your bookstore 


ABINGDON PRESS 
Publisher of THE INTERPRETER’S BIBLE 
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Highly dramatic religious 
plays, originally presented 
by the Columbia Broadcast- 
ing System in cooperation 
with the National Council 
of Churches. Each play 
has a contemporary theme, 
uses symbolic settings, and 
features several actors and 
a narrator. Time of each 
play: approximately 30 
minutes. 108639 $1.50 
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GREATEST DEVELOPMENT 
IN CARILLON MUSIC 
SINCE THE BELL ITSELF! 





INSPIRING NEW 


AMERICANA 
Bells 


By SCHULMERICH 


Inspired by world-famed CARIL- 
LON AMERICANA® Bells at 
Brussels Worlds Fair . . . this in- 
strument is the difference between 
“LISTENING” to bell sounds in 
black-and-white—and “SEEING” 
BELL MUSIC IN GLORIOUS 
FULL COLOR. And only Schul- 
merich has it! Priced to fit every 
church budget. Can be used with 
your present Schulmerich caril- 
lon — or any make carillon ac- 
cepted in trade. For thrilling 
demonstration . . . without obli- 
gation, write... 


SCHULMERICH 


CARILLONS, INC. 
(key) Carillon Hill + Sellersville, Pa. 
“The Sweetest Music Ever Tolled” 


"Trad k of Bell Inst is produced 
bY Schulmerich Carillons, Inc. 
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—BAPTISM . 
(Continued from page 15.) 


communion which does not re- 
quire immersion, quickly admits 
that immersior fits the scriptures 
Rom. 6:3-5; 1 Cor. 10:2; and Col. 
2:12 much better than sprinkling 
or pouring. 

We teach and preach that our 
actions should correspond with 
our agreement. Here is a splen- 
did opportunity for all Christians 
to unite in a stronger Christian 
witness. Whenever Christians 
proclaim their complete agree- 
ment, as they have on immersion, 
and fail to follow through in 
their practice of it, this weakens 
our united Christian testimony 
to the world. Actually, we open 
wide the door to be censured by 
non-Christians for not being con- 
sistent in our faith and practice. 

When we read Jesus’ farewell 
prayer in the 17th chapter of 
John’s Gospel, we realize his deep 
concern for absolute unity of all 
his followers. He knew that it 
required this “oneness” of all 
Christians to present any effec- 
tive witness for him as the Son 
of God to a doubting world. He 
was specific in ‘describing the 
quality of our unity. Even as He 
and the Father are one, He 
prayed that all Christians should 
be one, that the world might be- 
lieve that He is the Son of God. 
This should move us to overcome 
any human inertia which pre- 
vents us from giving the utmost 
united witness for Him and the 
Church. 

A united practice of immersion 
in all Christian bodies would be 
a big step forward in this solid, 
united witness. Time is running 
out. While we can act, let us 
link ourselves together and take 
this step in stronger Christian 
unity! 


—THE DISCIPLES 
(Continued from page 6.) 


pily, it has at least survived— 
and here is our cause for hope. 
Democracies, too, are subject to 
children’s diseases, and we have 
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survived our infancy. We have 
had real fevers, occasional 
spasms and even rugged surgery 
in the membership—due to per- 
sonal ambitions for leadership, 
suspicions, and wayward irre- 
sponsibility. But age has con- 
tinued to give strength and a 
hope for even sturdier life in the 
service of our Lord. 

Looking back over the past of 
our brotherhood, and the times 
in which we have been set, we 
may hold this hope: if the future 
of world government belongs to 
democracy, there is a brilliant 
future in store for the Disciples 
of Christ. 

Religion and our common life 
are never unrelated for long. 
Empire politics induced by temp- 
tation an empire church. Kingly, 
national ambitions induced a 
spate of national or state 
churches. As democracy grows 
and the people assume their en- 
larging roles, a democratic age 
will demand a democratic church. 

Man cannot live his religion in 
a water-tight compartment; it 
must be ordered by the same 
profound principles that control 
his other relations—even though 
it may take centuries to change 
old, familiar ways. 

The crusade for democracy in 
the church will be a long one. 
It will be opposed by ancient de- 
nominations who have always 
preferred to join with kings and 
rule the people from the top 
rather than to lift men to their 
highest possibilities by obliging 
them to rule themselves. Dosto- 
evsky has epitomized the prob- 
lem in his novel The Brothers 
Karamazov. Jesus is pictured as 
returning to earth in Spain at 
the time of the Inquisition. He 
is jailed and put on trial. The 
Grand Inquisitor says to Christ: 
“You did not descend from the 
cross because you were thirsty 
for a freely offered faith which 
is not based on miracle.... But 
you overestimated men: they are 
only slaves, even though they are 
in revolt.’””’ The church, said the 
Inquisitor, must correct Christ’s 
mistake; it must rid men of the 
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impossible responsibility of de- 
ciding for themselves. 
Ill 

There is no need for us to 
abandon our calling as a peculiar 
people, but today our peculiarity 
should be our faith in the lively 
presence of the Holy Spirit, lead- 
ing us into needed truth. Some 
brethren have interpreted pe- 
culiar to mean ‘“‘quee..” One of 
them—from a state I dare not 
mention because it was once the 
largest in the Union—wrote a 
letter to one of our college papers, 
the Blue and White, in which he 
repudiated our time-honored 
slogan which says we try to be 
Christians only, and argued that 
“we are the only Christians.” 

Between the lines I gathered 
that he was just a bit uncertain 
about some of us who are 
gathered here. However, the edi- 
tor, whose work I greatly respect, 
took care of the correspondent 
quite properly. For, if all our 
two million were the only Chris- 
tians among the nearly three bil- 
lion people in our world, after 
two thousand years of work in 
Christ’s name, our God is a great 
failure. 

I take heart in the fact that 
when a little ‘college’ in Iowa 
proclaimed this holier-than-thou 
principle even the Christian 
Standard felt obliged to disso- 
ciate itself from such an idea— 
and from that “college.” 

It is only by our faith in the 
living presence of the Holy Spirit 
that we can hope to fulfill our 
mission. The third Person in the 
Godhead is a name never to be 
taken lightly. If God is with us 
today, He is so by means of the 
Holy Spirit—and His home is in 
the Body of Christ, the Church. 

Our task is nothing less than 
the salvation of the world. Only 
a holy spirit can save us. Christ 
is the hope of the world—through 
the Church, his Body. Only a 
united church can lead to victory 
amid the rebellious, warring, self- 
seeking spirits of men. 

As William Robinson has said, 
“.,. the Church by its own united 
nature must prove to the world 
that Christ can produce the unity 
required. . . . It is certainly a 
most terrible sin to divide the 
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Church. . . . The consciousness 
of it ought to haunt us like a 
nightmare. . . . ‘When the Son 
of Man comes, will he find faith 
on the earth?’ What the answer 
will be depends upon us and how 
much we cherish our denomina- 
tion instead of the one true 
Church.” (Peace in Heaven and 
on Earth, p. 57.) 

This is my faith: the Disciple 
movement was born on a mount 
of vision, and recovered peculiar 
principles of religious organiza- 


DEVOTIONS FOR 
WOMEN AT HOME 


Martha Meister Kiely. 115 brief devo 


tions to help housewives keep a Christian 


perspective on life. Centering around fa 
miliar objects found in the home, these 
devotions are complete with a scripture 
text, the meditation, and a prayer. Valu 


$1.75 


able to groups or individuals 








tion and life for the age of the 
future—the democratic age of 
man. Interdependence within a 
responsible democracy for Chris- 
tian life and action will continue 
to make us peculiarly fitted for 
these times. 

We are still in the youthful 
days of the grave but glorious 
search for the path to unity. You 
and I today must make decisions 
vital to the solution of its prob- 
lems. Only so do we participate 
in an interesting age of history. 





I BELIEVE IN 
JESUS CHRIST 


Walter Russell Bowie. Here is 
belief in Jesus Christ simply and 
clearly proclaimed by a great 
preacher and writer. $1.25 


I BELIEVE IN 
IMMORTALITY 


John Sutherland Bonnell. Here are 
answers to questions concerning 
immortality that will help you 
formulate basic beliefs. $1.25 











DAILY MEDITATIONS 
ON THE SEVEN 
LAST WORDS 


G. Ernest Thomas. A devotional book 
of 49 readings—one each day for 7 
weeks. Readings for each week are 
based on one of Jesus’ words from 
the Cross. Each reading has a scrip- 
ture reference and prayer. $2 
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DISCOVERING LOVE 


Lance Webb. This book shows you the 


differences between the giving-love 
that never fails and the desiring-love 


that always fails $3 


INVITATION 
TO COMMUNE 


Charles Ray Goff. The minister of 
The Chicago Temple (Methodist) dis- 
cusses Holy Communion—how to pre 


$1.75 


pare for and appreciate it. 
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Order from your bookstore 


ABINGDON PRESS The 














UNDERSTANDING 
AND PREVENTING 
JUVENILE 
DELINQUENCY 


Haskell M. Miller. Here is infor- 
mation pertinent to solving the 
problem of juvenile delinquency. 
In nontechnical language, the au 
thor°gives you practical resources 
4 for your family, your church, and 
your community 
Cloth, $2.75; 


Paper, $1.25 















WITH CHRIST 
IN THE GARDEN 


Lynn J. Radcliffe. How is prayer an- 
swered? Why did not God remove the 
cross from Jesus? This book answers 
these and other questions by vividly 
re-creating Christ’s prayer vigil in 
Gethsemane. $1.50 
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“The spirit and soul of all reformation is free discussion.” 
—ALEXANDER CAMPBELL 





Name Too Long? 


Editor, The Christian-Evangélist: 


We, the Disciples of Christ, mem- 
bers of the Christian Church, some- 
times the Church of Christ with 
tuning fork, Campbellites, Stone-ites 
and known by other names not so 
complimentary, seem to have a pre- 
dilection for a multiplicity of names. 
Now we are faced with yet another 
confusing set of names which desig- 
nates only one instrument of our 
wonderful communion: The Chris- 
tian Evangelist-Frant Rank. 


Please do not misunderstand me! 
Personally I am in wholehearted 
agreement with this merger, but 
why, oh why maintain all the names 
to designate just one magazine?... 

Why not shorten the name to 
simply The Christian and have done 
with this long, tedious name-calling 
to merely identify a most excellent 
church paper which will become 
better when it is merged? 

Yours for shorter names.—JOHN 
E, Harpy, Madisonville, Ky. 

Editor’s note: Nothing like prob- 
lems with which to launch the new 
venture. 


Unite to Serve 


Editor, The Christian-Evangélist: 


When the agency publications 
were merged in the formation of 
World Call, the Disciples produced 
the outstanding missionary maga- 
zine of Protestantism. When the 
agencies were combined to form the 
United Christian Missionary Society, 
amazing efficiency in missionary ad- 
ministration was achieved. 

Then Unified Promotion was set 
up to promote the many appeals to 
the churches, the Council of Agencies 
to relate the total organized life of 
the Disciples in fellowship and uni- 
fied program, and the International 
Convention became the clearing 
house for all the major interests of 
the brotherhood. 

Unity and unification are in the 
blood stream of the Disciples. When, 
therefore, the several national 
periodicals are merged into one 
comprehensive magazine of our 
brotherhood life, it will give the 
local church and its pastor an ef- 
fective tool for broadening and ele- 
vating the intellectual grasp and 
appreciation of the whole member- 
ship. There is where the “grass 
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roots” of our movement are nour- 
ished.—E. B. HENSLEY, Sweet 
Springs, Mo. 


Pass It Around 


Editor, The Christian-Evangélist: 


Early last Saturday morning a 
neighbor came to the parsonage and 
knocked excitedly at our door. 
Pushing her way in, she said, “I 
have just received the most won- 
derful registered letter! It’s from 
a friend who used to reside in Col- 
fax and was a member of our 
church; but she has been gone from 
here for over ten years. 

“She lives in Wheaton, Illinois, 
and is 86 years old. Her husband is 
91 and is not in good health. In 
her letter she has enclosed one 
hundred dollars in ten-dollar bills. 
She says she wants this money to 
go into the current-expense budget 
of the church for next year. She 
doesn’t want to put in into the 
Memorial Fund. And she tells me 


Letters 


that she has earned every cent of ; 


this money by baby-sitting.” 

The neighbor handed me the hun- 
dred dollars. 

The next day, at the conclusion 
of the morning worship service, I 
told the congregation about the 
gift and the way it had been earned; 
and that it would be the first con- 
tribution toward the next year’s 
budget. I reminded the people that 
within three weeks our church can- 
vassers would be going out into the 
homes of our members, to solicit 
funds for the support of the next 
year’s budget. They were to chal- 
lenge the members by reciting the 
example of this valiant 86-year-old, 
non-resident member, who had done 
baby-sitting—for the Lord knows 
how many days, months and perhaps 
years—to provide the first contribu- 
tion toward our 1959 budget! That 
kind of dedication is worthy of imi- 
tation!—MaLcoLm L. NoRMENT, Col- 
fax, Ill. 








“Wonderful sermon, Reverend! 
into coming with her!” 











Glad my wife nagged me 
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—BOOKS 
(Continued from page 11.) 
should be read and shared by those 


though a table of contents lists each 
title. 

The title of this little volume ex- 
presses an aspiration rather than 








an achievement. Its intent is to stir 
its user to an awareness of the spir 
itual implications of the common- 


who seek to make religion vital and 
relevant to all of life, seven days 
of the week.—Mrs. JOHN PAUL PACK 
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Place. Frequently, the propcsed Write for catalog and listing 
“thought for the day” leaves a : : 
Family on reader impationt by reason of a of loc lers desirous of serving you. 


Grow in Grace. 
Grace D. Paradis. 
128 pages. $2. 


In “do-it-yourself” fashion, Mr. 
and Mrs. Paradis have solved the 
problem of finding meaningful lit- 
erature for family worship by writ- 
ing their own. 

This book of 93 devotions, useful 
with children from about six to fif- 
teen, will help parents guide the re- 
ligious growth of their children. 
Written in simple terms, the book 
deals with such themes as God’s 
world, holidays, great Christians, and 
family problems. With each there 
is a scripture reference and a prayer. 

The reader especially liked the 
monthly table graces and the intro- 
duction which gives helpful pointers 
on family worship and suggestions 
for using the book. This should be 
appreciated by parents who would 
like to have family worship but are 
not sure how to begin.—RICHARD 
TAYLOR 


By Adrian and 
Abingdon Press. 


Pleas to God 


Letters to My God. By Dagobert 
D. Runes. Philosophical Library, 
Inc. 58 pages. $2. 


In poetic and lyrical style Dago- 
bert Runes addresses fourteen medi- 
tative letters to “My Lord.” Read- 
ers who might sometimes consider 
philosophical writing too complex 
or esoteric will find themselves shar- 
ing Rune’s petitions and struggles as 
he quests for understanding and 
reality. In fresh and cogent lan- 
guage the author pours out his pleas 
against social ills, man’s smallness, 
his urge toward the infinite, his 
longing. for God’s presence: and his 
desire to abide within it. 

The book is one to read aloud and 
to turn to again and again; like 
Job’s interview so long ago, this 
meditation is contemporary and 
timeless.—ALBERTA Z. BROWN 


Thoughts .. . 


With Wonder in Your Soul. By 
Robert N. Zearfoss. The World Pub- 
lishing Company. 149 pages. $2.75. 


Reverend Zearfoss has compiled 
121 meditations upon a varied num- 
ber of themes. Each unit contains 
a briefly phrased thought, often in 
blank verse, followed by a_ short 
prayer, frequently of but two or 
three sentences. There is no index 
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strained analogy or a rather super- 
ficial philosophy of well-being. 

Even so, there are frequent offer- 
ings that do bring the lift—B. Cur- 
FORD HENDRICKS 
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Let’s Talk 


LET’S TALK IT OVER 





Question: What is a min- 
ister to do with church mem- 
bers who know so much and feel 
that their minister knows so little 
and they keep trying to tell the 
minister what he should do and 
should not do? 


| ny First let me say 


“do not think your situation is 
a peculiar one.” Every pastor 
has at some time in his ministry 
had such problems to wrestle 
with. I could almost say that in 
every parish you will find some 
people who feel they know more 
about how to run a church than 
does the minister. I suppose we 
should start by confessing that in 
some cases they are right. 

You ask what a minister is to 
do. One of the first things any 
young minister should learn to do 
is to listen. It is the hardest 
thing any of us have ever had to 
learn. It is so much easier to 
smother our parishioners with 
much talk or to tell them by looks 
if not in words to go jump in the 
river. We need to learn to listen 
because more often than we are 
willing to admit we do learn 
things by what our people try to 
tell us. We may have to blow 
away a whole bushel full of chaff 
in order to find a few grains of 
wheat but those grains may be 
as the Bread of Life to us. 

The second thing I would sug- 
gest is to stand on your own 
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feet. That is not to suggest that 
you start arguments with your 
parishioners every time they 
make a suggestion. Very little 
if anything has ever been gained 
by arguments. Many churches 
have been killed by arguments 
but not many have been made 
alive by that method. Yours is 
to be a ministry of reconcilia- 
tion. To do that you receive the 
ideas of others, tell them frankly 
what your opinions are but as- 
sure them that you will give 
serious consideration to _ their 
suggestions. 

My third suggestion is that you 
ask them to pray with you about 
the problems which confront you. 
Such prayers should not be used 
as a method to present arguments 
to each other but as an earnest 
attempt to find out for yourself 
and your members what the will 
of God really is. When His will 
has been revealed you must be 
ready to do His will whether it 
conicides with your opinions or 
those of your critical members. 

There is another method that 
is quite helpful and that is group 
discussion. I believe the present- 
day scientific name is ‘“group- 
dynamics.” When you call to- 
gether six or eight serious- 
minded people to think through 
a certain problem, you will not 
have to do all the defending of 
your ideas for some of your 
members in the group will answer 
the arguments presented by your 
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critics. Such a group discussion 
will allow the most talkative ones 
to talk themselves into a hole 
and then they will realize how 
unreasonable their criticisms 
were. 


Question: For a long time now 
I have had the urge to write you 
concerning the supposedly 
“funny” things which appear on 
your page in the Lookout and 
often reduce the value of the ar- 
ticle. Why do those responsible 
for the paper permit such pleas- 
antries? 


Answer: No one is more sur- 
prised than I am to learn that 
I have written anything funny in 
the “Lookout.” If in my articles 
under the title “Let’s Talk It 
Over” I have offended the cul- 
tured taste of any I humbly apo- 
logize. Certainly I have never 
made any studied attempt to be 
humorous but if some has slipped 
in inadvertently I thank God and 
take courage. Jesus talked about 
a camel trying to crawl through 
the eye of a needle. What could 
be more humorous than that? 


NEXT WEEK: Our minister 
thinks he should be privileged to 
attend meetings of all depart- 
ments and committees. Some- 
times we want to talk about 
things he has done or not done. 
Don’t you think he should attend 
only when invited? 
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